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KENNETH MORGAN STOCKING 
January 4, 1911 - November 17, 2008 

 

   Longtime central California resident Ken Stocking died 
November 17 at the home of his son Steve and daughter-
in-law Linda of San Andreas. He was 97.  
    Ken was born in Riverside, California but spent his early 
years on a small family farm in Santa Cruz, California with 
his parents and four brothers. After Santa Cruz High 
School he received an offer to play football at the then 
College of Pacific in Stockton. To make money for college, 
he worked for the Sugar Pine Lumber Company in the 
mountains of Madera County. But they went bankrupt and 
he left the woods on their last logging train. He went back 
to school and was a Biology major and a varsity first-string 
tackle at 188 pounds and was named “All Conference”. 
Later, he was an assistant coach for the legendary Amos 
Alanzo Stagg at Pacific. 
    After graduation, he started his teaching career in 1933 
at the then two-room elementary school in West Point, 
Calaveras County. The full time job paid $150 a month. He 
taught the four upper grades as well as area Calaveras 
High School students who otherwise would have had a 
very long ride to school on poor mountain roads. The rest 
of the school staff was Mrs. Domigine, who taught the 
lower grades and the janitor, Mr. Beardsley. He went on 
to teach and coach at Santa Cruz Junior High, Patterson 
High, and Stockton (Delta) College. Later he returned to 
school to first get a Master’s degree at Pacific and then a 
Doctorate at University of Southern California. Following 
that, he taught at Fresno State University and Sonoma 
State University. He retired from the position of Dean of 
the School of Environmental Studies and Planning at 
Sonoma State in 1979.  
    He enjoyed travels to England, Europe, Africa and Asia 
with his wife of 69 years Mary (Bennetts) Stocking who 
also had roots in the foothills as her grandfather, Daniel 
Stewart, was a pioneer merchant in Ione (then in 
Calaveras County). She preceded Ken in death as did his 
brothers Bruce, Leslie, Ralph and Clifford. He is survived 
by his brother Bruce’s widow Daisy Stocking of Santa 
Cruz. He is also survived by his son Steve (Linda) of San 
Andreas and their children Sarah (Tom) Donnelly and his 
great grandchildren Gillian, J.P. and Colin of Rio Vista and 
Susan (Don) Harper and great grandchildren, Erin, Nora 
and Maxine of Murphys. He is also survived by his 
daughter Lynn (John) of Seattle, their children, Kent (Rena) 
Ferguson, of Seattle, with great grandchildren Nicolas and 
Kayla, Mary Warner (Tim) and great grandchildren Nathan 
and Seth of Boston and Sally Thomas (Bart) and great 
grandchildren Sage, Celia and Kyra of Boise. 
    He was proud of his service on the Central Coastal 
Commission to which he was appointed by Governor 
Reagan. He was also active in campus politics, serving in 
the Academic Senate at Sonoma State University. He spent 
many summers in the Sierra at the family cabin in 
Wilsonia, Tulare County, and studied the vegetation of 

the newly formed Kings Canyon National Park for the 
Park Service. He particularly enjoyed teaching future 
teachers about the wonders of nature.  Ken’s 
memberships included the American Friends Service 
Committee, ACLU, Audubon Society, the Sierra Club and 
the California Native Plant Society. After retirement, he 
made many good friends when he and Mary resided in 
Friends House, a Quaker Retirement community in Santa 
Rosa.   
    Donations may be made to the California Native Plant 
Society 2707 K St. Suite 1 Sacramento, CA 95816. Or to 
the Kenneth M. Stocking Scholarship Fund, c/o 
Development Office, 2054 Stevenson, Sonoma State U. 
Rohnert Park, CA 94928.  
  

PATTY (MINAMI) DAVIDSON 
October 20, 1946 - November 25, 2008 

 

     Patricia Lee "Patty" Davidson was born on October 20, 
1946 in Porterville, CA, and passed away Tuesday, 
November 25, 2008 in Fresno, CA. Patty was a gifted 
leader and a teacher, always loving and investing in others. 
She inspired family, friends and colleagues to work toward 
their utmost potential. 
     Patty inspired those who knew her to think deeply, 
speak gently, love much, laugh a lot, work hard, give freely, 
and be kind. 
     She is preceded in death by her son, Philip Minami. 
Patty was a devoted wife and mother and will be deeply 
missed by her husband, Roger Davidson; her sons, 
Christopher Minami, Scott Davidson, Alex Davidson; her 
daughter, Linh Truong; her grandchildren, Quincy and 
Piper; her sister, Jeanette Sutherlin; family and friends. 
     Services were held December 20 at Smitcamp Alumni 
House at CSU Fresno. Remembrances may be made in the 
name of Patty Davidson to the American Cancer Society in 
Fresno. 
 

ALVIN “BUD” EDGERLY 
March 12, 1913 – December 29, 2008 

 

     Alvin "Bud" Crowell Edgerly, a Dinuba High School 
agriculture teacher for 15 years and former longtime 
resident of the city, died December 29, 2008 in 
Cloverdale, Oregon. He was 95 years old. 
     Mr. Edgerly was born in Fresno on March 12, 1913. 
He was also a past president of the Dinuba Rotary Club, 
having joined that organization in 1942. He had the longest 
membership of any member in the club when he left 
Dinuba in 2006. He was a member of the Dinuba Masonic 
Lodge and the Tulare County Sheriff's Posse. Mr. Edgerly 
owned a dairy in Dinuba for many years. 
     Services were held on January 6 in Dinuba. 
     Survivors include two sons, Chuck Edgerly and his wife 
Lee of Wildomar, California; James Henry Edgerly and his 
wife Carol of Cloverdale, Oregon; and a daughter, Sally 
Edgerly Reck of Santa Maria. He also has nine 
grandchildren and 17 great-grandchildren.  


