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Final Events of the Season: 

September 5th 

• Potluck - 6pm - followed by: 

• WHDT Raffle Drawing  

• Game Night  

September 6th 

• Pancake Breakfast - 8-11 am 

• WVI Board Meeting - 11 am 

• Fire Safe Meeting - 1 pm 

 

Wilsonia Historic District  
“Cabinart”  

Fund Raiser Raffle 
Your chance to win a beautiful  

8x10” Custom Pencil Drawing  
of your Wilsonia Cabin  

by artist Jana Botkin 
 

2nd Prize: Weber Portable gas BBQ 
  

Tickets: 6 for $5, only 100 left, available 
at the Saturday evening Potluck 
Winners drawn after dinner! 

 

Money raised supports the WHDT 
  

The WHDT reports that Historic Resources 
Group (HRG) has finalized the update of the 
Wilsonia Historic District, it is now in the 
hands of the State Office of Historic Preser-
vation awaiting review and approval. We will 
keep you updated on the progress.  

Forest Health 
     The Fire Safe Committee hosted a 
Tree Management for Forest Health tour 
on Aug. 1st. Terry Sandridge from Sierra 
Resource Conservation District came to 
Wilsonia to conduct a tour and consult 
with cabin owners about managing the 
trees on their lots. Terry also spoke to 
the group gathered at the evening dinner. 
     Those who attended learned about 
tree spacing, the importance of maintain-
ing a mix of mature and middle age trees 
and allowing enough space and sunlight 
for the next generation of saplings to 
grow. Thanks Terry! 

more information and links online 

www.wilsoniavi l lage.com 

         Ladies Tea - August 2009 
         by Mel Peters 

      A gentle summer breeze accompanied by soft music and 
decorations of pine and sequoia greeted the 30 ladies who came 
to the Clubhouse for tea and lunch on August 15th. Seated at 
the tables covered with linen cloths, they enjoyed a variety of 
sandwiches, fruit, quiche and scones. Yummy tarts, cookies and truffles were 
served for dessert. Fancy teapots were filled with Mountain Berry tea to be 
poured into brought-from-cabins tea cups. 
      Dede Virgo again chaired this event, with help from Martha, Regina, Mel, 
Uschi, Corky, Sally, Donna and Carolyn. Thanks to all our helpers and      

especially to our guests! 
 

CAMPFIRE NIGHT 
       Thanks to Chuck and Penny Burgin 
for offering their lovely cabin and fire pit 
for the annual Campfire Night. More 
than two dozen Wilsonians gathered on 
a cool August evening for food, friend-
ship and entertainment provided by Sara 
Dejager, who demonstrated some rope 
tricks and sang and played guitar. 

   Wilsonia President's Letter 
 

Has anyone noticed an inordinate amount of mice and squirrels this 
year? I have. The old timers will tell you “we’re in for a heavy winter”.  
Wouldn’t that be the upside to too many varmints scampering around the 
cabin countertops and unstuffing the old weather stripping along the 
kitchen door?  I always look for signs that we’ll have a tough winter.  Rustic 
or not, most cabins in Wilsonia are not winterized, including mine, which 
inevitably will become a very large refrigerator/freezer at the first cold 
snap.   

Where did the summer go?  It seems to have passed Wilsonia by com-
pletely.  Every weekend a family member comes and goes and then the 
week days come when the hangers-on breath a sigh of relief and grumble 
about the dogs barking and glow around a momma deer sighting.  This is 
the Wilsonia I (we) love.  The creatures great and small, the neighbors we 
see but once a season at the potlucks or catch a glimpse of as they walk by 
with their family, friends and dogs.  

This year on the 4th of July, Wilsonia made a major showing for the 
Parade down at the Visitors’ Center.  It seemed as though all of Wilsonia 
was in the Parade, but for the Wilsonians who lined the street in front of 
the Visitors Center.  We love to watch ourselves don’t we?  I hope Larry 
Duba never tires of dressing up like George Washington.  After so many 
years (as long as I can remember), the glimmer has never faded.  Thank you 
Larry and all who participate, whether it be every year or only once.   

 

In Memory of 
Some Dear Wilsonia  

Friends and Neighbors:  
 

Dr. Eugene Mathias 
and 

Robert Mixter 
- my Dad :( 

read their obituaries online 

continued on page 2 
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WVI Board Meeting Report 
    The 3rd summer meeting of the WVI Board of Directors 
was held on Saturday, August 6th at 10 am. Six WVI Board 
Members, Gus Collin of the WHDT, Ranger Ned Kelleher 
and 3 Wilsonia residents were in attendance.  
Business discussed: 

• WHDT Report & Fire Committee Report 
• WVI Elections 
• Clubhouse Floor Maintenance  
• Upcoming events: Campfire Night & Game Night 
• Forest Health Tour and Evening Talk 

    The next WVI board meeting will be on Sunday, Sept. 6th 
at 11 am, after the Pancake Breakfast. All village members 
are welcome.  

 

WVI Annual General Meeting 
     The annual meeting was held after the BBQ Dinner. 
Thanks to Chuck Burgin for cooking up the Pork Roast for 
the Board hosted meal. At the meeting Board President Sara 
DeJager reviewed the agenda from the morning’s meeting. 
Secretary Sheri Parkinson read the minutes from the 2008 
General Meeting. Neal Mixter gave the Financial Report. 
Nominations were opened for two Board Member positions 
being vacated by Sara DeJager and Ken Snelling. Uschi Hamm 
and Karen Carlstrom were nominated. Uschi and Karen 
were elected by unanimous ballot, along with Sheri Parkin-
son, who was elected for a second term. Congratulations to 
all three on their election to the Board of Directors. New 
officers will be selected at the September 6th meeting. 

Defensible Space Inspections 2009 
by Michelle Puckett - NPS Fire Prevention/Education Tech 

 

      Inspections of Wilsonia’s cabins and lots are near com-
pletion.  With only six cabins left to inspect, I would like to 
thank you all for your hard work towards making your    
cabins fire safe!  I would like to remind you again that creat-
ing defensible space is one way to help make your cabin fire 
safe, but maintaining your defensible space is essential.   
      Before you close your cabins up for the winter, please 
make sure you have removed the dead and dying woody 
surface fuels from around your cabin and cleared all vegeta-
tion from your roof.  By maintaining a good defensible space 
around your cabin you can help keep it safe for years to 
come.  It is not if a wildfire will strike, it is when a wildfire 
will strike.   
      To keep up to date with all fires in Sequoia and Kings 
Canyon National Parks visit: 

 http://www.nps.gov/seki/naturescience/fire.htm   
Thank you again for all your hard work!  

 

Reminder: Take your natural yard waste (no bags or trash) to the 
Park Slash Pile (Dump). Check out a key at the Visitor Center.  

         Wilsonia Leash Law 
          The reasons we have a leash law in 
Wilsonia are two-fold: 1) to protect other 
people, our neighbors and friends, from hav-
ing an out-of-control dog run up to, jump on 
or possibly bite them, and 2) to protect mountain wildlife. 
The leash law does not just apply to dog walkers, it         
especially applies if you leave your dog unattended, free to 
leave your property.  
PLEASE be a good neighbor - follow these rules: 
•  Keep your dog(s) controlled so that it may not: run to 

the edge of your property or beyond,  bark at or annoy 
others who are out for walks, or chase wildlife. 
•  Please do not leave your dog unattended at your cabin, 

causing it to bark incessantly.  
•  Please clean up after your dog when out for walks. 

Please do not allow it to soil your neighbor’s property or 
do its “business” along the road, where people walk. 

 

We can solve this problem as a community.  
Please, let’s not involve law enforcement! 

Pass the word along to all those who use your cabin.  
Contributed by the WVI Board 

LOT CLEANUPLOT CLEANUPLOT CLEANUPLOT CLEANUP    

LADDER FUEL REMOVAL 
RAKE, LOAD, DISPOSAL 
PARTIAL TO COMPLETE 
 

PHONE 559-335-2361 
 

jonesfinck@hotmail.com 
 

PAUL FINCK  
Wilsonia Resident paid advertisement 

 

 
Our summer started with the usual Memorial Day 

Board Meeting & Potluck.  Just for fun, and to raise some 
funds, we held our first “Rubber Duck Race”.  To keep the 
summer buzz going, we followed with the first Wilsonia Black 
Pot Cook-off, courtesy of the McCormick cabin gang.  Both 
events are in the works for next year.  Please join the fun. I 
know, I know, it’s so nice to come up the mountain and just 
retreat.  As I have stated before, we are at our best when we 
get out and have a laugh with our neighbors, talking and shar-
ing stories about our life down the hill and what goes on in 
Wilsonia and the Park.  Stories like the signs of an impending 
heavy winter, the cell tower on Park Ridge, the best dish at 
the BPCO, the possibility of winning the Historic District 
Trust Raffle, or what can you do about carpenter ants in your 
cabin walls (another heavy winter sign)?   

This will be my last “President’s Letter”.  Chuck Bur-
gin will be taking up that banner come Labor Day.  Thank you 
for letting me step in as President (since 2006) of the Wil-
sonia Village Inc. Board of Directors.  It’s been my honor and 
my pleasure.                                        Sincerely, Sara     Sincerely, Sara     Sincerely, Sara     Sincerely, Sara      

President’s Letter - cont. from page one 

Don’t miss the annual Labor Day Weekend Pancake Breakfast! 
Sunday, September 6th from 8-11 am  
Adults $5, Children (12 & under) $3 



It’s Time Again for...Trash Talk 

      It is late in the season, and the dumpsters will only 
be available until early October, but we are starting to 
see some misuse of the dumpsters again. 
      PLEASE, the dumpsters are only for disposal of 
household garbage, the smelly, messy, food-related trash 
generated in daily cabin life. The dumpsters are not for 
the disposal of household discards and construction, or 
clean-up waste. Please do not throw away old appli-
ances, bedding, fencing materials, insulation, blankets, 
etc. Yes, I have seen all those items in the trash this 
year. 
      We, you and I, the dues-paying members, are 
charged $17 per cubic yard of trash. Please do not 
throw away large bulky items. Do not throw away 
empty boxes. If you have large items to dispose of, take 
them home or to the county dump, or ask for help from 

one of your many 
neighbors with a 
pick-up  truck.  

 

Let’s keep the 
trash bill under 

control! 
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WILSONIA VILLAGEWILSONIA VILLAGEWILSONIA VILLAGEWILSONIA VILLAGE            Summer 2009  - Calendar of Events  
All events at the Clubhouse unless stated otherwise 

 
 

Sat. Sept. 5                6 pm               Potluck Dinner 
                                                           followed by the WHDT raffle drawing 
                                    7 pm               Bingo / Game night 
Sun. Sept. 6               8–11 am          Pancake Breakfast   
                                                           Adults $5, Children (12 & under) $3 
                                    11 am             Board of Directors Meeting 
                                    1 pm               Fire Safe Committee Meeting 
 
                        Potlucks are open to all WVI members and guests 
                        Please bring a main dish and salad or dessert.  
                        Coffee provided, drinks for sale - Don’t forget your table service.  

 

PAUL FI�CK CO�STRUCTIO� 
Contractors Lic. #414340 

Carpentry, Electrical, Decks, 

Roofing, Plumbing, Foundations 
 

Ph: (559) 335-2361 or 358-5797 

Pager: (559) 637-4090  

...last chance to get in on 
the drawing for the 

CabinArt  
Pencil Drawing of your 

Wilsonia cabin.  
Tickets are still available.  
Winner will be drawn at 
the Saturday Sept 5th 

Potluck. 

Clubhouse Floor - Shiny Again! 
      Thanks to the efforts of Dave “Coach” Faszholz, with 
help from Dick Peters, the Clubhouse floor has a nice new 
shiny coating of “Gym Finish”. The entire project took the 
better part of three days, with Dave spending the first day 
mopping and screening off the old finish, the second day    
vacuuming (thanks Jean) up the dust and re-mopping, and the 
third day, two coats of finish. Thanks so much to Dave for 
looking after our beautiful oak floor. Dave and Dick will be 
looking for help from some fresh volunteers in two years 
when it is time to do it again. 

Amazing Race 
      Thanks to organizer Neal Mixter and helpers Uschi 
Hamm, Sheri Parkinson, Mel Peters, and Sally Toomey for  
another successful AMAZING Race. Even though just three 
teams participated, all had a great time running around the 
village solving puzzles and completing challenges, such as mag-
netic fishing in the crevaces of the large boulders off Park 
Road, building a deer out of marshmallows and toothpicks, 
knocking down squirrels and raccoons (plastic ones) with 
bean bags, and the mountain standard game - horse shoes. 
      The winning team (winners of a DVD and snack package) 
was composed of three young men, relatives and friends of 
Cindy Carter.  

Quilters and Crafters Retreat 
     Sewing machines whirred, conversations hummed...
frequently punctuated by the gales of laughter...and knitting 
needles clicked. Led by Sheri Parkinson, several women 
made large, colorful tote bags. We had 19 to 23 people each 
day; lots was accomplished and great camaraderie was evi-
dent. It was wonderful fun!  
     Save the dates for 2010: July 13th-17th 
                                   Mel Peters & Priscilla Burrus 
 

Thanks to all the ladies who participated and who generously  
contributed to pay the Clubhouse PG&E bill for July.  

paid advertisement 

You don’t have to wait for the  
Wilsonia Times. 

 

For Wilsonia Village information,  
check us out online: 

www.wilsoniavillage.com 
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WILSONIA TIMES 
 

SERVICE CHA
GE REQUESTED 

 Name Office Email Home Phone Cabin Phone 

Sara DeJager President sarakdejager@earthlink.net (559) 909-3032 335-9001 

Chuck Burgin Vice-President chuckpen@inreach.com (559) 332-2817 335-2509 

Sheri Parkinson Secretary teebars@yahoo.com (559) 638-4527 335-2252 

Neal Mixter Treasurer-Newsletter  mixter3@msn.com (559) 643-8518 335-1144 

Steve Rudolph   (818) 884-4653 335-2561 

Ken Snelling   (559) 255-0449 335-2475 

Del Tiffin   (209) 526-1819 335-2819 

     

Grant Grove NPS Visitors Center  (559) 565-4307 335-2856  

Ash Mountain NPS District Office www.nps.gov\seki (559) 565-3341  

EMERGE�CY ** CALL 911** and 565-3196 / 3197  NPS Dispatch 

WVI Board of Directors  2009 Contact information  

Bear sightings,  problems  
or questions? 

   Please contact 
 the KCNP 
 Bear Tech at 

 

(559) 565-4258     

 

 
Still getting your newsletter in the mail ? 

You can receive it by email 
and save some paper and the cost of a 

stamp. Email your request to:   
wilsoniatimes@msn.com   

Type “subscribe” in the subject line  
& provide your name and cabin address  

 

Children at play!  
 

Please slow down  
 

when driving in Wilsonia  


