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             Upcoming Events: 
June 26th  

• WVI Board Meeting - 10 am  

July 2nd  

• Nature Program - 7:30 pm   

July 3rd  

• Wildflower Walk - 9 am 

• Silent Auction begins - noon 

• Potluck Dinner - 6 pm 

• Silent Auction concludes: 7-8 pm  

July 4th  

• Parade - 11 am 

• Ice Cream Social - 1:30 pm  

see complete calendar on page 3 

 

 

In Memory of 
 

June Marie Goble 
 

A Wilsonia friend and neighbor  

who will be dearly missed 

~early  summer edit ion~  

Second Annual Black Pot Cook-Off 
 

     When:       This Saturday - June 19th 
     Where:      McCormick Cabin - 83625 Grant Lane 
     Time:         Cook-off starts at 2 pm 
                       Dinner at 5:30 pm 
 

     What to bring: If you are cooking, bring all the  
ingredients for your recipe, and of course your own 
Black Pot. The cooking stations will be set up and the 
charcoal briquettes will be heated up and ready to go.    
     If you are coming to just watch and eat, please bring 
a salad, table settings, table cloth and drinks. 
     Tables and chairs will be provided - lemonade will be served. Come on 
over for the afternoon to visit with your Wilsonia friends and neighbors.  

www.wilsoniavillage.com 

Silent Auction 
Saturday, July 3rd, 12-8 pm 

~ Items needed! ~ 
    Please donate your nice, new or barely-
used home items, your crafts, baked 
goods, fruit baskets. Have a service to  
offer? How about donating that to be  
auctioned off? Goods can be brought to 
the Clubhouse on weekends. Please, only 
auction quality, sellable items; this is not a 
White Elephant auction or yard sale. 
    All proceeds go to Wilsonia Village.  

Memorial Day Weekend Fire Damages Cabin 
submitted by Freeman Stone 

      

    We had a scare this last weekend [May 29th]. My son and I went up     
Friday to open and warm the cabin before more family came up Saturday. 
We had quite a hot fire in the fireplace all night. Everything seemed normal, 
as it had hundreds of times before. That is, until about 3:30 pm when my son 
noticed small whiffs of smoke coming from the cracks between a couple of 
the knotty pine ceiling boards. We immediately extinguished the fire in the 
fireplace and removed all the wood. The whiffs of smoke subsided for a few 
minutes and then resumed.  
     We had discontinued phone service since we were rarely using it. With 
no phone to call 911, I mistakenly sent my son to notify the fire brigade at 
the maintenance yard. Finding nobody around, my son borrowed a bicycle 
and pedaled to the visitor center. The Rangers and fire crews responded 
quickly, but were unable to get close because of snow drifts. The crews had 
to pull hoses up to the steepest road in Wilsonia, Manzanita Lane. After a 
few minutes, which seemed like an eternity, they pulled off wall boards 
above the fireplace, found flames and doused them with water. They also 
removed wall panels upstairs and applied water there as well. After that, 
they cut a small hole in the roof, inserted a heat sensor and determined that 
there was no fire in the roof or attic. I commend the fire  cont. on page 2 

Active Momma Bear in Wilsonia 
     According to the NPS, there is a black bear sow with two cubs that has 
been causing problems in the campgrounds and in Wilsonia. It is believed to 
be the bear that tipped over the Wilsonia dumpster on both Tuesday and 
Saturday morning (the 8th and 12th). The bear is solid black except for a 
very small white chest patch. It has an ear tag and a radio collar. The NPS 
has been tracking and hazing the bear in hopes of encouraging it to leave the 
public areas and return to remote areas to forage for natural food. If you 
see the bear or cubs please call park dispatch at 565-3196, so they can send 
personnel to deal with them. PLEASE keep the dumpsters latched and keep 
all food and scented items out of sight in your cabin and car. 

Nature Walk - Saturday, July 3rd 
    Please join in on the annual WHDT 
sponsored wildflower/bird walk. Meet at 
the clubhouse at 9 am as Steve Stocking 
leads us on a leisurely walk around the 
Wilsonia area to discover more about 
the flora and fauna native to our moun-
tains... don’t forget your camera. 
    Also, join us Friday evening, July 2nd, 
at 7:30 pm as Steve teaches us about 
"Gardening for Birds". How to attract 
birds (not deer) to your garden with use 
of native and other plants.  

 

Prize for best 
tasting recipe! 
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Snow Cancels WVI Memorial Day Events 
       A large amount of snow on the Clubhouse deck, 
downed trees throughout the village, and roads still covered 
with snow caused the WVI Board of Directors to cancel all 
planned activities for the Memorial Day weekend. Notice 
was sent out to those who receive email updates. Apologies 
to those who did not get the word. For information about 
for upcoming events please refer to the calendar.  
      The next meeting of the WVI Board will be at 10am on 
Saturday, June 26th at the clubhouse, all are welcome. 

It’s Yard Clean-Up Time Again 
Please make an effort to be in Wilsonia sometime during the 
month of June to clean your yards and make your cabin and 
our community FIRE SAFE! Remember the clean-up respon-
sibility falls on each property owner, whether or not you use 
your cabin.        **IMPORTANT**  
           No plastic trash bags are allowed at the 
dump! The only materials allowed in the dump are 
natural yard waste - pine needles and branches.  

LOT CLEANUPLOT CLEANUPLOT CLEANUPLOT CLEANUP    

LADDER FUEL REMOVAL 
RAKE, LOAD, DISPOSAL 
PARTIAL TO COMPLETE 
 

PHONE 559-335-2361 
 

jonesfinck@hotmail.com 
 

PAUL FINCK  
Wilsonia Resident 

Paid Advertisement 

crews on their work; there was minimal collateral damage. 
     After the fire was out, it was sobering to hear one of the 
fire crew say "This was the first cabin we saved." 
     I don't know yet if we had a breach in the chimney, a 
chimney fire or simply an overheated chimney. I am, how-
ever, much more conscious of fire place hazards and safety. I 
would recommend that other cabin owners have their chim-
neys cleaned and inspected periodically as a precaution.  

 ~ Editor’s note ~ 
Thanks to Freeman Stone for sharing this important lesson about 
fireplace safety. For fire, medical or other emergency situations, 

call 911 and the park dispatch operator at 559-565-3196. They 
will dispatch the appropriate emergency response personnel.  

FIRE - continued from page one 

CHIMNEY FIRES  
     When you imagine yourself visiting your mountain cabin 
on a cool spring day, you may imagine a nice fire in the fire-
place. The fire, warm and comforting, is a gathering place for 
families, friends, stories and music. The fireplace is also one 
of the most likely ways that a cabin can be destroyed. 
     The last two cabin fires in Wilsonia have been caused by 
fires escaping the chimney and going into the walls of cabins. 
The most recent fire was just a few days ago. The fire es-
caped the chimney and set fire to the interior of the walls 
around the fireplace. Fortunately, the Grant Grove Fire Bri-
gade and the Hume Lake Fire Department were able to ex-
tinguish the fire while it was small. 
     The failure of a chimney is an insidious process. As the 
mortar between bricks, or joints in stove pipes, wear out, 
hot gasses and heat escape the chimney and cook the interior 
of the wall. As the process continues, the cracks become lar-
ger and more numerous, sparks escape the chimney and land 
on the super dry wood inside the walls, setting the cabin on 
fire. 
     Chimneys require maintenance, as they age they will need 
to be repaired. Chimneys need to be cleaned and inspected 
on a regular basis. Finding and recognizing defects in the 
structure of the chimney and keeping the chimney clean will 
prevent chimney fires and can prevent the loss of your cabin. 
     There are a variety of professional chimney sweeps in the 
area who are trained to properly clean and inspect your 
chimney. 
     Consider your cabin and what it means to you and your 
family. The fireplace is often a central feature of your cabin, 
don’t let it destroy your cabin. 
                                               Ned Kelleher 
                                               Kings District Ranger 
                                               (559) 565-4330 

Cabin Tour ON for 2010  
     Thanks so much to those who have responded and will 
be opening their cabins to their Wilsonia neighbors on Sat.
August 7th. We have 4 cabins so far, but we really need 
2 or 3 more. Please volunteer to be a part of this great 
Wilsonia tradition, it’s so much fun. For details contact 
Jean Fasholz  jeandavefasz@att.net (925) 296-0286.    

GARBAGE SERVICE  

     Just a reminder... the dumpsters are only for kitchen 
garbage and household trash. NO discards, appliances, fur-
niture, building materials...We are now charged $17.50 
per yard - please help us keep the trash bill under control.     

New Fire Education Ranger       
     My name is Georgia Etter, I will be taking over the job 
that Michelle Puckett filled in summer 2009.  It was my 
hope to be meeting the residents of Wilsonia by this time; 
however, the heavy winter snowfall and the cooler weather 
had kept the snow on the ground and access to the area 
very limited.  Now that it has melted, I plan to be in Wil-
sonia in the next several weeks to meet residents. 
     I am looking forward to working with all of the residents 
of Wilsonia to keep them, their guests, and their property 
safe from both structure and wildland fires.            
                   Sincerely,   Georgia D. Etter 
                                   SEKI Park Ranger, Fire Education 
                                   559-565-4287 



Clubhouse Rental  
The Wilsonia Clubhouse is available for rental for your family or  

social gathering. Please contact Neal Mixter for rental details. 
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WILSONIA VILLAGEWILSONIA VILLAGEWILSONIA VILLAGEWILSONIA VILLAGE    
Summer 2010  - Calendar of Events  

All events at the Clubhouse unless stated otherwise 
 

Sat.-Sun. in June    8 am - 5 pm  Yard Clean-up Weekends - NPS dump will be open  
 

Sat. June 19            2 pm             Black Pot Cook-off - see article page 1 
 

Sat. June 26            10 am            Board of Directors meeting 
 

Fri. July 2                7:30 pm        Slide Show and Dessert Potluck - bring your favorite sweet to share 
Sat. July 3               9 am             Wildflower Walk – led by Steve Stocking  

Noon–8pm   Silent Auction                    
6 pm             Potluck – hosted by Lois and Sally Tripp 

                                7-8 pm          Silent auction concludes 
Sun. July 4              11 am            Independence Day Parade at the Visitor Center  
                                1:30 pm        Ice Cream Social – Dick & Mel Peters Hosts 

 

Tues.-Sat.  July 13-17                   Quilters & Crafters Retreat  
Sat. July 17             9 am             FireSafe Committee Meeting - at the Mixter cabin   

 

Sat. Aug. 7              10 am            Board of Directors meeting 
          1-4 pm          Cabin Walk – Sponsored by the WHDT 
          6 pm             Deep Pit Barbecue/ Potluck 
          7 pm             Annual General meeting 
 

Sat. Aug. 14             12:30 pm      Ladies’ Tea (tentative) 
                                 7:30 pm        Campfire Night – at the Hamm cabin - Uschi and Charlie Hamm hosts 

 

Sat. Sept. 4             6 pm             Potluck - host needed   
                                7 pm             Bingo / Game night 
Sun. Sept. 5            8–11 am        Pancake Breakfast   
                                                      Adults $5, Children (12 & under) $3 
                                11 am            Board of Directors meeting 
 

Potlucks are open to all WVI members and guests – please bring a main dish and a salad or dessert. 
Coffee provided, drinks for sale - Don’t forget your table service. 

  

WATCH THE WEBSITE, BULLETIN BOARD & WVI NEWSLETTER FOR UPDATES 

CALLING ALL QUILTERS & CRAFTERS 
The 8th Annual Wilsonia Quilters Retreat will be held Tuesday 

through Saturday,  July 13 - 17, 2010.  
Please read the insert for details. 

 

PAUL FI�CK CO�STRUCTIO� 
Contractors Lic. #414340 

Carpentry, Electrical, Decks, 

Roofing, Plumbing, Foundations 
 

Ph: (559) 335-2361 or 358-5797 

Pager: (559) 637-4090  
 

paid advertisement 

JULY 4th PARADE  
Don’t miss out on the fun - come to the parade at the Visitor Center. 

Parade starts at 11 am. Entrants meet at the fire station at 10:45 am.   



    THE NEWSLETTER OF  

    WILSONIA VILLAGE INC  
    C /O 1118 S.  KLEIN AVE 
    REEDLEY,  CA  93654-3720 
 

WILSONIA TIMES 
 

SERVICE CHA
GE REQUESTED 

 Name Office Email Home Phone Cabin Phone 

Chuck Burgin President chuckpen@gmail.com (559) 332-2817 335-2509 

Del Tiffin Vice-President dktiffin@pacbell.net (209) 526-1819 335-2819 

Sheri Parkinson Secretary teebars@yahoo.com (559) 638-4527 335-2252 

Neal Mixter Treasurer-Newsletter  mixter3@msn.com (559) 643-8518 335-1144 

Karen Carlstrom  wilsonia@comcast.net (559) 732-1928 335-2539 

Uschi Hamm   (559) 643-0807 335-2575 

Steve Rudolph  steve-w6ofv@lycos.com (818) 884-4653 335-2561 

     

Grant Grove NPS Visitors Center  (559) 565-4307 335-2856  

Ash Mountain NPS District Office www.nps.gov/seki (559) 565-3341  

EMERGE�CY ** CALL 911** and 565-3196 / 3197  NPS Dispatch 

WVI Board of Directors  2010 Contact information  

Bear sightings,  problems  
or questions? 

   Please contact 
 the KCNP 
 Bear Tech at 

 

(559) 565-4258     

 

 
Still getting your newsletter in the mail ? 

You can receive it by email 
and save some paper and the cost of a stamp. 

Email your request to:   
wilsoniatimes@msn.com   

Type “subscribe” in the subject line  
& provide your name and cabin address  

June is 
  

YARD CLEAN-UP MONTH 
 

The park dump will be open for 
disposal of pine needles, branches 

and natural yard waste 
every weekend in June. 


