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             Upcoming Events: 
August 7th  

• WVI Board Meeting - 10 am  

• Cabin Tour 1-4 pm 

• BBQ Dinner - 6 pm 

• WVI General Meeting - 7pm  

August 14th  

• Campfire Night - 7:30 pm 

see complete calendar on page 3 

 

 

In Memory of 
 

 Betty Lou Lighty, 
 

Kraig Moody  
and 

 

Bud Wilson 
 

Wilsonia friends and neighbors  

who will be dearly missed 

~mid-summer edit ion~  

You Are In For A Treat!  
      This Saturday, August 7th, from 1-4 pm, six generous cabin    
owners have agreed to open their cabins for the WHDT Cabin Tour #8. 
Look for directional arrows and maps on trees and at each cabin, and signs 
and balloons in front of the six cabins. I thank Neal and "poor" Dave for 
their help with this and every past tour. As usual, cabin owners are welcome 
to bring their guests.  
      The cabins are spread out from the Nicholson's, as you come into Wil-
sonia past the fire station, to John Wilson's cabin and teepees on the other 
side of the narrow meadow. (Light refreshments will be served on his deck.)  
If you are not a walker, you might want to travel by car or golf cart!  
      We thank John Wilson for starting the ball rolling by offering his cabin 
and hinting that some of his neighbors around the meadow might also open 
theirs. Sure enough, owners of the Sutton cabin (the Fjelds), the Browns and 
the Hansens (Pine Hut) all agreed.  Each cabin is so different... some old and 
"original" or with the owner's clever additions... (don't miss seeing the bath-
room in the Hansen cabin.) And the Browns cabin (a work in progress) has 
unmistakable Mark Vetter touches. Mel Peters has agreed to be the hostess 
there, since the Browns will be away. Ruth's Roost (the Edmiston cabin) had 
not been used for years, and so needed a thorough clearing and cleaning.  
After much work, it is bright and lovely again.   

www.wilsoniavillage.com 

Bud Wilson Memorial 
 

SQUARE DANCE with LIVE MUSIC 
by Red Rag Andy Band 

 

Saturday, Aug. 28, 7:30 – 10:00 pm 

Wilsonia Clubhouse 
 

Admission: $10 per adult, $5 children 
pay at the door 

 

      This event is open to Wilsonia 
residents and guests, but is subject to 
sufficient participation. Please sign up 
in advance, before August 16th. 
      RSVP by email to Bud’s daughter 

Margy: margarethyun@yahoo.com 
      or by phone to Bud’s son John: 

(559) 732-4292 
     RSVPs needed in order for the 
event to take place... it will be fun!! 
      Please call or email, leave your 
name, number of adults and children in 
your party, and your contact info 
should we need to cancel the event. 
 

Additional information available  
wilsoniatimes@msn.com 

Wilsonia Amendment Unanimously approved by SOHP. 
          Many thanks for all the wonderful support by Wilsonia property own-
ers, County Supervisor Steve Worthley, Christy, Andrea and the office of 
HRG for putting together our amendment, which received a unanimous vote 
of approval with no questions on Friday, July 30th. A special thanks to Jim 
Spitze, Gus Collin and Christy McAvoy for attending the Sacramento hearing 
and speaking in favor, and Jim Collin for attending in support. We had 28  
letters of support, including two supporting documents from Tulare County, 
thanks to Supervisor Steve Worthley. We were listed on the consent calen-
dar until Thursday, July 29th, when SOHP received a letter from Karen F. 
Taylor-Goodrich, the new Superintendent of Sequoia Kings Canyon NPS 
containing incorrect information. Hopefully we will have the amendment 
published within the next 60 to 90 days.             

The amendment increases the percentage of contributing structures in the 
Wilsonia Historic District from 66% to close to 77%.  

Bear update 
     The latest news on the mother bear and two cubs from a July 30th re-
port by Danny Gammons of the NPS... “The dumpsters [in Wilsonia and 
Grant Grove] were retrofitted and appear to be holding up reasonably well. 
She has only accessed one dumpster in the last 3 weeks that we are aware 
of. She has not been in the area as much as she was earlier this year and in 
fact, we have been unable to locate her radio signal on multiple occasions. 
She has, however, been seen by park staff several times wandering through 
the campgrounds, which is of course a concern. For the time being, we will 
continue to monitor her and hope that we can further discourage her use of 
developed areas.”  ~ PLEASE keep the dumpsters latched and food stored away! 

cont. on page 2 
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WVI June Meeting 
       The first summer meeting of the WVI Board of Direc-
tors was held on Saturday, June 26th at the Hamm Cabin.  
Business Discussed: 
• Clubhouse Maintenance - Kitchen Fan and Stair Railing 

• Fundraising - Auction, Shirts or other items 

• July 4th weekend activities 

• Wedding Rental - July 24th 

• End of Summer activities 

• Fire Committee Report & WHDT report 

• NPS Report 

      The next meeting of the WVI Board will be at 10 am on 
Saturday, August 7th at the Clubhouse; all are welcome. 
The annual WVI General Meeting and election takes place 
at 7 pm that evening, after the BBQ dinner. 

Plan Ahead to Maintain Defensible Space 
contributed by Warren Branges 

      Keeping the needles and branches cleaned up and trim-
ming limbs may not be enough to maintain a defensible space 
around your cabin. Managing the health and density of trees 
on your property as part of a long range plan may be neces-
sary. Imagine how your trees will look in ten, twenty or 
thirty years – it might be time to do a little thinning now. 
      Benefits of forest thinning include reduced wildfire 
threat, increased tolerance of environmental pressures, in-
creased plant diversity and improved wildlife habitat. 
      Factors considered when thinning for defensible space 
include the relative position and condition of the crown, the 
health of the tree and the condition and quality of the stem. 
      Guidance and information on thinning for defensible 
space may be found at:  livingwithfire.info 

A link is available on our website.  
Verizon Cell Tower Update 

Verizon showed the site to prospective contractors a week or so 
ago, construction is supposed to begin by August 13.  
Construction is supposed to take 30 to 60 days. 

New Grant Grove Ranger       
     Tom Parrack is the new Grant Grove Sub-District 
Ranger, replacing David Schifsky, who moved on to be the 
Chief Ranger at Point Reyes. Tom has worked for the     
National Park Service since 1990.  He spent eight years as a 
seasonal Ranger at Shenandoah, Sequoia, Glacier, and Inde-
pendence Hall National Parks. Tom became a permanent 
Ranger in 1997, and has since worked at Yosemite, Chaco 
Canyon, Zion and Yellowstone National Parks before arriv-
ing at Grant Grove in late May with his wife Laurel and one-
year-old daughter, Ruby. 

      Our first cabin tour was in 1997 and since then about 40 
owners have graciously agreed to open their cabins.  We will 
try to have another tour in 2012.  Three owners have tenta-
tively agreed to be part of  that tour.  Will you join them?  
As you tour this year, you will see how enjoyable it is to 
meet so many of your wonderful Wilsonia neighbors and 
share the special things about your cabin.  I thank you all for 
helping make my Cabin Tour "director" job so enjoyable. 
                                               Jean Gerdes Faszholz 
       
      That evening, please come to the clubhouse for the WVI 
sponsored BBQ dinner - the meat and bread are provided, 
please bring a salad or dessert. Stick around after dinner for 
the Annual General Meeting of Wilsonia Village Inc.  

Cabin Tour - continued from page one 

Independence Day Weekend Wrap-Up 
      The weekend was a busy one with lots of activities for 
the large summer Wilsonia crowd to enjoy. Friday night, the 
2nd, Steve Stocking gave an entertaining and informative talk 
on gardening to attract birds. Those in attendance enjoyed 
the many treats brought in for the evening dessert potluck. 
On Saturday morning Steve led a slightly smaller group on a 
nature walk around the village, reminding us about the differ-
ent flora and fauna in our village. We saw a good variety and 
abundance of flowers this year due to the heavy, late snow.  
      After the walk, folks started checking out all the great 
items donated for the silent auction. Thanks to Sheri, Uschi, 
Karen and Sara for setting up the auction. The auction raised 
$1059.50 - thanks to all of you donors and shoppers! The 
evening potluck, hosted by the Tripps, had a grand patriotic 
theme from the stars and stripes decorations to the reading 
of the Declaration of Independence by guests at each table.     
      Sunday morning, the 4th, a large Village presence was dis-
played at the annual parade through the VC parking lot. Fol-
lowing the parade, Wilsonia friends and neighbors gathered 
for Ice Cream with all the toppings, hosted again by Dick and 
Mel Peters. It’s great to be an American in Wilsonia!  

Fire Safe Clean-up / Defensible Space Inspections 
 

      Hello! My name is Georgia Etter and I am the defensible 
space inspector for the Wilsonia area. I have inspected a 
little less than a quarter of the cabins in Wilsonia and I 
would like to thank all of you for doing a great job keeping 
your cabins and property fire safe. During the next couple 
of weeks, you will see me in the area completing defensible 
space inspections as well as giving residents feedback. 
      Here are a few reminders on what I am looking at to 
keep your home fire safe:  
      Within 30 feet of your structure (or to the property 
line) – trees trimmed at least 10 feet from other trees and 
structures and 6 feet from the ground, all dead and dying 
vegetation removed, and low-level vegetation trimmed low 
to the ground.  
       All woodpiles moved 30 feet from all structures. If that 
is not feasible, consider covering your pile with a fire resis-
tant tarp. (see information online) 
       Dead and dying vegetation removed from all structures 
as well as a screen on the chimney or stovepipe outlet.  

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to call 
 (559) 565-4287 or email Georgia_Etter@nps.gov 



WANTED! Wilsonia Cabin to Rent  
Please contact Reedley resident Fitz Kelly at (559) 638-3136  

Several Wilsonia resident references available! 
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WILSONIA VILLAGEWILSONIA VILLAGEWILSONIA VILLAGEWILSONIA VILLAGE    
Summer 2010  - Calendar of Upcoming Events  

All events at the Clubhouse unless stated otherwise 
 

Sat. Aug. 7         10 am                 Board of Directors meeting 
     1-4 pm                Cabin Walk – Sponsored by the WHDT 
     6 pm                   Deep Pit Barbecue - meat provided - bring a salad or dessert 
     7 pm                   Annual General Meeting 
 

Sat. Aug. 14      7:30 pm              Campfire Night – at the Hamm cabin - 83588 Park Road 
                                                       Uschi and Charlie Hamm hosts 

 

Sat. Aug. 28       7:30-10 pm         Square Dance - see info on Page 1 - RSVPs needed! 
                      

Sat. Sept. 4        6 pm                   Potluck - host needed   
                           7 pm                   Bingo / Game night 
Sun. Sept. 5       8 –11 am            Pancake Breakfast   
                                                      Adults $5, Children (12 & under) $3 
                           11 am                 Board of Directors meeting 
 

Potlucks are open to all WVI members and guests – please bring a main dish and a salad or dessert. 
Coffee provided, drinks for sale - Don’t forget your table service. 

 

WATCH THE WEBSITE, BULLETIN BOARD & WVI NEWSLETTER FOR UPDATES 

 

PAUL FI CK CO STRUCTIO  
Contractors Lic. #414340 

Carpentry, Electrical, Decks, 

Roofing, Plumbing, Foundations 
 

Ph: (559) 335-2361 or 358-5797 

Pager: (559) 637-4090  

paid advertisement 

THE BLACK POT COOK-OFF 
by Sheri Parkinson 

      If you weren’t at the Black Pot Cook-Off this summer, 
you missed a great time.  It was held on Saturday, June 19th at 
the McCormick cabin, hosted by Linda and Max Montgomery.  
People started congregating about 2 pm and getting their 
cooking areas set up with their black pots, charcoal, and spe-
cial recipes.  Appetizers of fried turkey nuts and fried catfish 
were served by the Montgomerys, while a country music band 
played in the background.  People who weren’t cooking stayed 
and visited.  First time cookers were given lessons and tips 
from the “experts”.    
      Later, when the cooking was done, everyone was allowed 
to taste all of the wonderful recipes and vote on their favorite.  
Dick Peters was the winner for his pot of “Jack Rabbit Chili”.  
The recipes ranged from chicken and dumplings, meatballs,  
enchilada and tamale casseroles, jambalaya, various chicken 
and meat dishes, to wonderful desserts.  It was hard having to 
taste about 22 different pots of food plus the potluck dishes 
from the non-entrants, but somehow most of us managed to 
eat our way through.   
      An extra treat was when Sara DeJager went on the stage 
and sang with the band.  It was truly a fun evening.  Thanks to 
Linda and Max!!! 

Wilsonia Quilters & Crafters Retreat 
by Mel Peters 

      We had so much fun! Lots of sewing, scrapbooking, 
rubber stamping. Best of all, lots of laughter, camaraderie 
and sharing. A few long-time attendees were missing but 
several new faces were welcomed.  
      Mark your calendars for next year:  
      Tuesday July 12th - Saturday July 16th, 2011. 
(The project planned for this year, which couldn’t be 
taught, is on the schedule for next summer.)   

Congratulations to Justin and Kelly (Tomlinson) Denton 
on their marriage. The outdoor wedding took place in       
Wilsonia on Saturday, July 24th. A reception was held at the 
Wilsonia Clubhouse. Justin is the grandson of Arnold and 
Shirley Denton. Thanks to the bride for donating some of her 
hand-crafted table decorations for use in the Clubhouse.  

~ Ladies Tea Cancelled ~ 
We hope to have it back on the schedule for 2011. 
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SERVICE CHA
GE REQUESTED 

 Name Office Email Home Phone Cabin Phone 

Chuck Burgin President chuckpen@gmail.com (559) 332-2817 335-2509 

Del Tiffin Vice-President dktiffin@pacbell.net (209) 526-1819 335-2819 

Sheri Parkinson Secretary teebars@yahoo.com (559) 638-4527 335-2252 

Neal Mixter Treasurer-Newsletter  mixter3@msn.com (559) 643-8518 335-1144 

Karen Carlstrom  wilsonia@comcast.net (559) 732-1928 335-2539 

Uschi Hamm   (559) 643-0807 335-2575 

Steve Rudolph  steve-w6ofv@lycos.com (818) 884-4653 335-2561 

     

Grant Grove NPS Visitors Center  (559) 565-4307 335-2856  

Ash Mountain NPS District Office www.nps.gov/seki (559) 565-3341  

EMERGE CY ** CALL 911** and 565-3196 / 3197  NPS Dispatch 

WVI Board of Directors  2010 Contact information  

Bear sightings,  problems  
or questions? 

   Please contact 
 the KCNP 

 Bear Tech at 
 

(559) 565-4258     

 

 
Still getting your newsletter in the mail ? 

You can receive it by email 
and save some paper and the cost of a stamp. 

Email your request to:   
wilsoniatimes@msn.com   

Type “subscribe” in the subject line  
& provide your name and cabin address  

A reminder...  
     

The dumpsters are only for kitchen 
garbage and household trash. Please 
NO discards, appliances, furniture, 
building materials...We are now 
charged $17.50 per yard - please 

help keep the trash bill under control.     


