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 Upcoming Events: 

July 30th 

  TCHS Luncheon - 12pm 

  John Muir Program - 7pm  

August 6th 

  WVI Board Meeting - 10am 

  BBQ Dinner - 6pm 

  WVI General Meeting - 7pm 

see calendar on page 3 

 

~mid-summer edit ion~ 
www.wilsoniavillage.com 
facebook.com/WilsoniaVillage 

 

July 4th Weekend Events 
     The July 4th weekend is always one of the most active times in Wilsonia, 
with most cabins in use. It is also the busiest weekend for Village activities. 
Thanks to all those who helped with the many events, and to all who attend-
ed to make them so fun and successful.  
     The Silent Auction, coordinated by Sheri Parkinson, Uschi Hamm, and 
Susan Doyle was once again very profitable for the Village. The over 200 
items donated for the event sold on Saturday night and Monday afternoon 
brought in $1154.76. 
     The annual Ice Cream Social, hosted by Dick and Mel Peters with help 
from Dede Virgo and the Faszholz family, is always a treat for Wilsonians of 
all ages. Donations beyond the cost of the ice cream netted $55 for WVI. 
     On Sunday the 3rd, Neal Mixter, with help from his family, the Collins, 
Hamms, Lansfords, Kirchmans, Nicholsons, Dave Faszholz and Kaye Norris 
sent a small group of Wilsonians on an Amazing Race around 

August 6th WVI Meeting and 
BBQ Dinner 

     Please join us on Saturday, August 6th 
at 6pm for the annual Board sponsored 
BBQ dinner. The meat and bread will be 
provided, but please bring a salad or side 
dish or dessert to compliment the meal.  
     After the dinner, at approximately 7pm, 
please stay for a short meeting. At the 
meeting you will have an opportunity to 
ask questions, get the financial report and 
hear minutes of previous meetings. Also… 
ELECTION of WVI Board Members 

     There are two positions up for election 
this year. Del Tiffin is retiring after 6 years 
of service. Chuck Burgin is running for     
re-election after also serving 6 years. If you 
are interested in serving on the WVI Board 
of Directors, please contact one of the 
Board Members listed on back page. 

cont. on page 3 

John Muir and the Giant Sequoias of the Sierras  
presented by Michael Wurtz 
Saturday, July 30th - 7 pm  

     Please join us for an entertaining and informative 
look at John Muir and his study of the forests of this 
area. Naturalist John Muir came to California in 
1868 to see the Sequoiadendron Giganteum, the 
most massive trees in the world. In his early years, 
he reveled among the groves. In 1875, he took up 
serious study of the trees and walked from Yosemite 
to Deer Creek, documenting almost every grove in 
the Sierra (including those around Wilsonia) and 
publishing his scientific findings. He saw the need to 
preserve the big trees and fought to do so.  
     Michael Wurtz, an archivist of the John Muir Papers at the University of 
the Pacific, will present a slide show of original photographs, letters, and 
drawings documenting Muir’s relationship to the Sierra Redwoods.  

John Muir in front of a  
Giant Sequoia - August 1902  

  Photo courtesy of: 
John Muir Papers, Holt-Atherton 
Special Collections, University of 

the Pacific Library.  
© 1984 Muir-Hanna Trust 

 

Wilsonia Historic District Amendment Approved! 
     It's official, the Amendment was approved and recorded by the NPS   
National Register of Historic Places on June 1st; we received the official noti-
fication on July 15th. The amendment adds 20 more contributing properties 
to the Wilsonia Historic District.  
     A big thank you to the WHDT Board of Directors for all the hard work 
in the last few years, and the many phone calls and emails this year trying to 
keep the slow wheels of bureaucracy moving.   

Tulare County Historical Society Luncheon  
Saturday, July 30th - 12 to 2pm 

     The TCHS will be meeting at the Clubhouse for a luncheon and presen-
tation by Steve Stocking. A short, leisurely flora and fauna walk around the 
village will follow. Wilsonia residents are welcome. Please bring a sack lunch. 

Ladies’ Tea 
     Save the date of August 13th to gather 
for the 6th annual Ladies’ Tea. Grab your 

teacup and join us Saturday at 
12:30 in the afternoon for some 
classic tea-time treats and lots 
of friendship. 

     Make your reservation soon, deadline is 
August 8th. The tea is limited to the first 
40 ladies. Call Uschi Hamm 335-2575 or 
Corky Harmon 559-876-3012. 

~ a $5 donation is requested ~ 

In memory of  

Jim and Alice Christensen 
past Wilsonia friends and  

neighbors who will be dearly missed 
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WVI June 25th Meeting 
     The first summer meeting of the WVI Board of Direc-
tors was held on the sunny deck of the Clubhouse. Guests 
in attendance were NPS Ranger Ned Kelleher.  
Business discussed: 
• NPS report: Road Maintenance, Cell Tower, Burns 
• Clubhouse Maintenance and Rental Dates 
• Fundraising: Auction and T-Shirts 
• Calendar of Events 
• August 6th Dinner, Meeting and Elections 

The next meeting will be held on August 6th at 10 am. 

LOT CLEANUP 

LADDER FUEL REMOVAL 
RAKE, LOAD, DISPOSAL 
PARTIAL TO COMPLETE 
 

PHONE 559-335-2361 
 

jonesfinck@hotmail.com 
 

PAUL FINCK  
Paid Advertisement 

Verizon Cell Service Update  
     Before the cell tower can be operational, fiber-optic  
cable needs to be run to the Park Ridge 80’ monopole 
tower. Verizon contractors have installed fiber-optic cable 
conduit from the NPS maintenance yard across lower Park 
Road, up Lilac Lane, south on Alta, across Sierra and 
across the Azalea trail. Eventually, it will reach all the way 
up to the cell tower. So far, the conduit is empty tubing; 
splicing and installation of the fiber-optic cable will come 
next. If you were in the village this past weekend, you may 
have seen the trailer with the spools of conduit (over 3 
miles worth) in the parking area. Be patient... one of these 
days we will have cell service and 3G.  

We don't have time to use it! 
 

Cabin for Sale 
83638 Willow Lane 

Historic 1000 sq ft 3 br/1ba 
on double lot 

 

Contact 
Coldwell Banker Agent 

Lorena Bailey 
(559) 972-1088  

 
 

Wilsonia  
Cabin for Sale 

 

83740 President’s Lane 
1-1/2 story, 4br/2ba 

 
Call for details 
Karen Sledge 

(559) 734-9648 

Black Pot Cook-Off 
by Sheri Parkinson 

     Max and Linda Montgomery hosted the third annual Black 
Pot Cook-Off on June 25th, and what a great time we all 
had! There were 23 contestants actually cooking, but many 
others attended for the potluck. We were entertained by 
Duford Robison and his band for most of the afternoon and 
early evening.  
     There was so much great food that it was hard to taste 
it all, but most of us managed somehow. When the final 
votes were tallied, the winners were: First place, Alyssa 
Ramirez for her Lemon Orange Cake; Second place, Caleb 
White for his Jelly Filled Doughnuts; Third place, Sheri    
Parkinson for her Chile Verde.  
     Max shared some of his homemade elderberry wine  
during the event, and Linda had made commemorative 
aprons for all the cooks.  Max donated a wonderful log 
bench that he had made, which was auctioned off with the 
proceeds of $175 donated to WVI.  
     Anyone not there missed a great event and social 
time.  Thank you Max and Linda!!! 

Trash Talk 
     Due to the repeated dumpster tip-overs and break-ins 
by bears, Waste Connections (the disposal service) replaced 
the dumpsters in late June with units that have stronger 
latches. The bear was breaking the snap clip on the old 
units. The new dumpsters utilize a hasp latch for strength 
and a snap clip for dexterity; please use them both. So far, 
the new latches have proven bear proof. The bear has 
tipped over the new dumpsters repeatedly, but has not 
gained access to the garbage (however, the bear has also 
avoided the nearby NPS bear trap). 
      As before, we will have one dumpster unlocked, and 
when that one is filled, we will unlock the next, and then a 
third one if necessary. Thanks for keeping the dumpsters 
latched; we do not want to provide food for bears.   

Yard Clean-Up and the Park Dump 
     It’s not too late to clean your yard (or hire someone to 
do it for you). Wilsonia is only FireSafe if every one does 
their part to clean their property. Pine needles and branch-
es should be taken to the Park Dump. Please do not use 
plastic bags or dispose of any other items there. Check out 
a key to the dump at the Visitor Center. Please close and 
lock the gate properly each time you pass through.  

Rubber Duck Race  
     Thanks to Sara DeJager for organizing a fun, wet and 
wild race down the stream next to her Hazel Lane cabin. 
Competitors of all ages arrived on Sunday afternoon, June 
26th, paid their entrance fee, and picked out a duck they 
hoped would be the fastest. Prizes were awarded to all 
child participants, and to the top three adult racers. Entry 
fees raised $130 for Wilsonia Village. 

Bargain gasoline is not always a bargain - be careful where you 
buy fuel. Ask George Matulich about his clogged fuel filter. 

Inserts to this Newsletter: 
Wilsonia Shirts and Hats ordering information 

Address Sign order form 
CabinArt announcement from Jana Botkin   
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PAUL FINCK CONSTRUCTION 
Contractors Lic. #414340 

Carpentry, Electrical, Decks, 

Roofing, Plumbing, Foundations 
 

Ph: (559) 335-2361 or 358-5797 

Pager: (559) 637-4090  
paid advertisement 

WILSONIA VILLAGEWILSONIA VILLAGEWILSONIA VILLAGEWILSONIA VILLAGE    

Summer 2011 - Calendar of Events  
All events at the Clubhouse unless stated otherwise 

 

Sat. July 30  12-2 pm Tulare County Historical Society Lunch - speaker Steve Stocking 
   7-9 pm John Muir Program - presented by Michael Wurtz 
     

Sat. Aug. 6  10 am  Board of Directors meeting 
 6 pm  WVI Barbecue Dinner / Potluck  
 7 pm  Annual General Meeting and Elections 
 

Sat. Aug. 13  12:30 pm Ladies’ Tea  
 

Sat. Aug. 20  7:30 pm Campfire Night - note the new date! - at the Carlstrom Cabin  
 

Sat. Aug. 27  7-10 pm Square Dance - hosted by the Wilson Family 
 

Sat. Sept. 3  6 pm  Potluck  
   7 pm  Bingo / Game Night 
Sun. Sept. 4  8–11 am   Pancake Breakfast   
     Adults $5, Children (12 & under) $3 
   1 pm  Board of Directors meeting - meet at the Hamm cabin 
 

Potlucks are open to all WVI members and guests – please bring a main dish and a salad or dessert. 
Coffee provided, drinks for sale - Don’t forget your table service. 

  

WATCH THE WEBSITE, BULLETIN BOARD & WVI NEWSLETTER FOR UPDATES 

 

Mitchell Brookins 
Carpenter/Handyman 

 

cabin repairs, roof repairs, decks, 

foundations, plumbing and electrical 
 

Reasonable prices, many local references! 
 

559-335-2812   ~   480-229-0034 
 

paid advertisement 

Events - continued from page 1 

Quilters and Crafters Retreat 
by Mel Peters 

     Wilsonia's wonderful old drafty Clubhouse provid-
ed the setting for a grand, though chilly, five days of 
quilting and crafting in mid-July (Uschi finally lit a fire 
for us on Friday; Chuck did likewise on Saturday). Our 
Grandmother's Flower Garden workshop, taught by 
Kathlene Moody, produced great results - 27 adults 
and children participated! During the week, lots of 
quilting tips and tricks were exchanged. The best part 
is the friendships that are formed.  

See you next year, July 17-21! 

the village; this year’s theme was holidays. Congratulations to 
Jan and Carly Keller for completing all the challenges the fast-
est to win the prize, a movie gift basket.  
     Thank you to Steve Stocking for once again providing  
entertaining and informational programs for Wilsonia Village 
as part of the WHDT education program. On Saturday 
morning, July 2nd, Steve led a small group around the village, 
pointing out interesting flowers, plants and wildlife native to 
the area. On Sunday evening, the 3rd, Steve presented 
“Trees of Wilsonia and the National Park”, a zone-by-zone 
look at the plant life from the foothills to the high Sierras. If 
you have never attended Steve’s programs, make a point of 
coming next year. Maybe you can learn the name of that   
interesting flower growing next to your cabin.   
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SERVICE CHANGE REQUESTED 

 Name Office Email Phone Cabin Phone 

Chuck Burgin President chuckpen@gmail.com (559) 332-2817 335-2509 

Del Tiffin Vice-President dktiffin@pacbell.net (209) 526-1819 335-2819 

Sheri Parkinson Secretary teebars@yahoo.com (559) 638-4527 335-2252 

Neal Mixter Treasurer-Newsletter  nealmixter@gmail.com (559) 643-8518 335-1144 

Karen Carlstrom  wilsonia@comcast.net (559) 732-1928 335-2539 

Susan Doyle  sfaulkner@psci.net (812) 568-7610 335-2460 

Uschi Hamm   (559) 643-0807 335-2575 

     

Grant Grove NPS Visitors Center  (559) 565-4307 335-2856  

Ash Mountain NPS District Office www.nps.gov/seki (559) 565-3341  

EMERGENCY ** CALL 911** and 565-3196 / 3197  NPS Dispatch 

WVI Board of Directors  2011 Contact information  

Bear sightings,  problems  
or questions? 

 

   Please contact 
    the KCNP 
Bear Tech at 

 

(559) 565-4258     

 

Still getting your newsletter in the mail ? 
You can receive it by email 

and save some paper and the cost of a 
stamp. Email your request to:   

 

wilsoniatimes@gmail.com 
  

Type “subscribe” in the subject line  
& provide your name and cabin address  

 

Follow us on our website 

wilsoniavillage.com 
 

and 
share your comments, questions and 

      photos on Facebook 
 

facebook.com/wilsoniavillage 


