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Winter Meeting and Potluck  
     Does it seem too long between the 
Labor Day Potluck and that first potluck 
of the summer on Memorial Day weekend 
(if we can even get in that early)? We 
thought it was too… so let’s get together 
and have a potluck. Come visit with your 
Wilsonia friends and bring a favorite dish 
to share. Don’t forget your table service.  

 
Saturday Feb. 25th, 2012 at 1 pm 
Kings River MHP Clubhouse 

1300 W. Olson Ave, Reedley, CA 93654  
Call Uschi Hamm for directions  

(559) 643-0807 

WVI 2012 Dues 
     In the fall of each year, we ask each 
and every Wilsonia Cabin owner to pay 
his/her Wilsonia Village Inc. membership 
dues for the upcoming year. Annual dues 
have remained at a very reasonable $55 
for the last seven years. The dues that 
are collected from each Wilsonia proper-
ty owner help fund the many services 
that Wilsonia Village Inc. provides for the 
community, including: 
  Disposal Service (late May - October) 
  Clubhouse Maintenance & Insurance 
  Communications  
  ENS Service 
  Summer Social Acitivities 
     If you feel that you are getting a bar-
gain on the dues, and make good use of 
the services WVI offers, donations be-
yond $55 are most welcome and greatly 
appreciated. If you have forgotten to pay 
your dues in the past few years, please 
won’t you pay now for the upcoming 
year. Please fill out the form on page 3. 
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Important message from the 

Wilsonia Historic District Trust  
H.A. “Gus” Collin III, WHDT President 

Dear Wilsonia cabin owners, 
 You should have received a letter from the NPS asking for comments 
by Dec. 22, 2011 (comment period now extended until Jan. 21) concerning 
the future of the twelve NPS-owned buildings (cabins) located in Wilsonia      
Historic District. The Wilsonia Historic District Trust, which represents the 
homeowners in Wilsonia, is dedicated to retaining the integrity of the historic 
district, including the cultural landscape and all contributing cabins.   

     We would appreciate each of 
you taking time to write a letter to 
the NPS (see insert for the letter 
written by the WHDT) asking that 
the NPS rehabilitate these cabins.   
Some important points are:  
♦ That the NPS avoid adverse 
effects to the district by not damag-
ing the integrity of the contributors 
they own  

♦ Demolition of contributors is inappropriate unless all parties agree that a 
particular contributing cabin cannot be rehabilitated.  

♦ The NPS should  consider additional alternatives which will result in reha-
bilitation according to the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards, including 
putting the buildings into private ownership 

♦ That the studies done by the NPS concerning these cabins be made avail-
able to the Wilsonia Historic District Trust and the Wilsonia Village 
Board of Directors for review.   

 If you have questions, contact one of the WHDT board members 
listed below. Thanks for your help in saving our beloved Wilsonia. 
 

    Merry Christmas - Gus Collin 
     WHDT Board Members:  
 Gus Collin  gus@viewdrive.com - (559) 626-4301 
 Drew Sorensen  dsorensen@vusd.org 
 Jim Spitz  jim.spitze@scc.cc  
 Sally Tripp  sltripp@sbcglobal.net  
 

 Steven Stocking, Dede Virgo, Jean Faszholz  

 

Your help is needed. 
 

Please write a letter today in 
support of the NPS 

 rehabilitating the historic  
government owned cabins 

in Wilsonia.  

 

Comment period now extended until  
January 21st, 2012  

now you have some extra time to write your letters of support.                                                                           

Upcoming Events: 
 

February 25th, 2012 

Meeting at the Kings River 

MHP Clubhouse - Reedley 

  WVI Board Meeting - 10 am 

  Potluck Luncheon - 1 pm 

(see article below for information) 

www.wilsoniavillage.com 
facebook.com/WilsoniaVillage 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
     The fall/winter edition is out later this year, but is timely because of the current 
NPS planning process of government owned cabins in Wilsonia. Please take some 
time to read the information below and, if you are able, send in your comments.  
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Labor Day WVI Board Meeting  
    The last 2011 meeting of the WVI Board of Directors was 
held on Sunday, September 4th at 11 am on the deck of the 
Hamm Cabin. Business discussed: 
 WHDT Report & Fire Committee Report 
 WVI officer elections - listed on back page 
 Fundraising - T-shirts, Sweatshirts and Hats  
 Clubhouse end-of-year maintenance & closing  
 NPS report 
    The next WVI Board Meeting, the Winter Planning Meet-
ing, will be held on Saturday, February 25th, 2012 at 10 am, 
at the Kings River MHP Clubhouse in Reedley. If you have 
comments or questions to be addressed at that meeting, 
please contact any Board Member (listed on back page).   

     Congratulations to new Kings Canyon District Fire  
Management Officer John Ziegler. He has been with the 
NPS for many years, most recently as the Ash Mountain 
Heli-Tack commander. John replaces Britt Rosso.   

Snowmobiles in Wilsonia 
 

     The National Park Service staff would like to remind you 
of snowmobile use rules in and around Wilsonia. Remem-
ber, snowmobiles can’t be used for recreation inside Kings 
Canyon National Park. Snowmobiles must be permitted by 
the Park prior to operation, and can only be used for direct 
access to private property on unplowed roads.  
      
     Snowmobile permits are available at the Kings Canyon 
Visitor Center. For more information, please call Ellen 
McClellan at (559) 565-4331. Thanks, and have a safe and 
wonderful  winter! 

Winter Parking in Wilsonia 
 

      Winter will soon be here and as the snow begins to pile 
up, all roads except the northern section of Park Road will 
become inaccessible to vehicle traffic. Park Road (from the 
four-way stop to Lilac Lane) essentially 
becomes a narrow access route and 
parking area for all Wilsonia residents 
and visitors. Weekend parking, as many 
of you have experienced, can be quite 
congested. Holidays have proven to be 
even worse. Here are some guidelines to 
help make winter parking and access to Wilsonia more 
comfortable: 
      Please park your vehicle perpendicular or diagonal to 
the road, backed in (with the front of the car sticking out) 
so there will be more parking available and less digging nec-
essary to remove your vehicle. 
      Please be available to move your car as necessary for 
the snow removal equipment to come in and clear the road. 
This may involve moving all vehicles from one side of the  
parking area to the other during the course of the day. To 
expedite this, we ask that you post on your driver’s side 
dashboard or windshield the following information: 
     * Your name   
 * Wilsonia address - street name and number 
     * Cabin phone number (if any) 

CHIMNEY FIRES 
  

     Summer has passed too quickly and the cold weather has     
arrived. On those cold winter weekends and holidays in Wil-
sonia, many of us rely on our fireplaces for heat. The fireplace, 
although a source of warmth and comfort, is also one of the 
most likely ways that a cabin can be destroyed. The last two 
cabin fires in Wilsonia have been caused by fires escaping the 
chimney and going into the walls of cabins. 
     Chimneys require maintenance, as they age they will need 
to be repaired. Chimneys need to be cleaned and inspected on 
a regular basis. Finding and recognizing defects in the structure 
of the chimney and keeping the chimney clean will prevent 
chimney fires and can prevent the loss of your cabin. 
     There are a variety of professional chimney sweeps in the 
area who are trained to properly clean and inspect your chim-
ney. If it has been a few years since you have had your chimney 
inspected, please be safe and consult a chimney sweep (there 
is a list of names on the website). Consider your cabin and 
what it means to you and your family. The fireplace is often a 
central feature of your cabin, don’t let it destroy your cabin.  

~ rerun of June 2010 article by Ned Kelleher ~ 

Verizon Cell Service Update 
 

As of the first of October, Wilsonia has Verizon cell coverage.    
A quick walk around the village confirmed there was coverage 

on the main roads Park, Lilac, Sierra, Hazel and Fern.  
Internet (3G) service is now available. It’s unknown if and when 

any other carriers will have coverage in the area.  
 

Please maintain some kind of phone service in Wilsonia if     
possible for emergency contacts. If you disconnect your land line, 
please let us know how we can contact you at your cabin in case 

of an evacuation or other emergency.  

The High Sierra Snowmobile Club 
is a club formed by snowmobilers from the 
Big Meadows, Hume Lake and Wilsonia   
areas to promote riding for the young and 
experienced alike in the National Forest.  
 

For more information please contact 
Scott Edgerly (559) 217-5338 

Coming up in 2012 - dates will be listed in next newsletter: 
  Cabin Tour 
  Juni Fisher Concert 
  Square Dance  
  Black Pot Cook-off 
  Silent Auction  
  and… food, food, food + lots more! 
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PAUL FINCK CONSTRUCTION 
Contractors Lic. #414340 

Carpentry, Electrical, Decks, 

Roofing, Plumbing, Foundations 
 

Ph: (559) 335-2361 or 358-5797 

Pager: (559) 637-4090  

Pancake Breakfast 
     A big Thank You to Lois and Sally Tripp for once again 
organizing and hosting the annual fund-raiser breakfast. 
Thanks also to their cooks and helpers who made this popu-
lar Labor Day weekend event a big success. 
     96 adults and 3 children dined on all-you-can-eat pan-
cakes, sausage and eggs, plus coffee, milk and OJ. The event 
raised $345 for the WVI general fund. 
     If you came for breakfast, thanks so much for supporting 
Wilsonia Village. If you missed it, why not make a point of 
coming next year - always on Labor Day weekend Sunday. 
It’s the best breakfast $5 can buy.  paid advertisement 

Wanted: 
 

Winter contributor(s) for the Wilsonia web page and/or  
Facebook, for weather and snow updates 

If you are in Wilsonia during winter weekends or holidays, please 
post or email your photos and updates  - Thanks, Neal  

Annual dues are the primary source of income for Wilsonia Village Inc. and allow us to have garbage service,  
maintain and insure the Clubhouse, and provide other services and information to Wilsonia cabin owners.  

Please fill out this form and return it along with your dues check  -  Donations beyond $55 gladly accepted. 

WILSONIA VILLAGE INC. - 2012 DUES ASSSESSMENT TIME  

still just $55 per cabin    
 

Name ___________________________________________ Home Phone # ________________________ 
 

Address __________________________________________ Cell Phone # __________________________ 
 

City, State, Zip _____________________________________ Other Emergency # ____________________  
          
Email address ______________________________________ Name/relationship _____________________ 
 
Cabin Address _____________________________________ Wilsonia Phone #  ______________________ 
 

Are you the owner? ______  Other owner or co-owners name (for cross reference) __________________________ 
 

_____ I prefer to receive newsletters by email (pdf format) ____ Please take me off the mailing list   
 

_____  Additional email subscriptions - free of charge (please list on separate sheet) 
 

_____  Additional postal newsletter subscriptions available at $5 each (please list on separate sheet)   
      
** If you are currently receiving the Wilsonia Times by email - there is no need to submit a subscription request ** 

 

Make Check payable to WILSONIA VILLAGE INC. —  the canceled check is your receipt. 
Mail to:  WVI  c/o 1118 S. KLEIN AVE.  REEDLEY, CA  93654-3720 

**************** 
We are here to serve you - what activities or events would you like to see for next summer? 

Are you interested in helping?  Hosting a potluck?  Helping with an event? 
Comments Please!  Attach sheet(s) with this form 

We will review all comments and suggestions at the Winter Planning Meeting.  
 

Please fill out the form completely, we need contact information for emergencies and to keep you up-to-date on important issues. 

CLUBHOUSE RENTAL 
 

     The Wilsonia Clubhouse is available for rental for 
your family or social gathering. Call now for details or 
to book your preferred date. 
 

Contact Neal Mixter (559) 643-8518 
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SERVICE CHANGE REQUESTED 

 Name Office Email Phone Cabin Phone 

Chuck Burgin President chuckpen@gmail.com (559) 332-2817 335-2509 

Susan Doyle Vice-President sfaulkner@psci.net (812) 568-7610 335-2460 

Sheri Parkinson Secretary teebars@yahoo.com (559) 638-4527 335-2252 

Neal Mixter Treasurer-Newsletter  nealmixter@gmail.com (559) 643-8518 335-1144 

Karen Carlstrom  wilsonia@comcast.net (559) 732-1928 335-2539 

Uschi Hamm   (559) 643-0807 335-2575 

Dick Moss  rmoss@ppeng.com (559) 798-0163 335-2460 

     

Grant Grove NPS Visitors Center  (559) 565-4307 335-2856  

Ash Mountain NPS District Office www.nps.gov/seki (559) 565-3341  

EMERGENCY ** CALL 911** and 565-3196 / 3197  NPS Dispatch 

WVI Board of Directors  2012 Contact information  

Bear sightings,  problems  
or questions? 

   Please contact 
 the KCNP 
 Bear Tech at 

 

(559) 565-4258     

 

Still getting your newsletter in the mail ? 
You can receive it by email 

and save some paper and the cost of a stamp. 
Email your request to:   

wilsoniatimes@gmail.com   
Type “subscribe” in the subject line  

& provide your name and cabin address  

Garbage service  
ended on October 31st.  

Service will resume on Memorial 
Day weekend. 

 

Please come prepared to  
haul out your trash. 


