
Prevention of Chimney Fires 

 

      As the summer season approaches, many cabin owners will be opening up their cabins for 

the season. With temperatures still on the chilly side, many people will be relying on their fire 

places or wood stoves for heat. Before starting a fire in your fire place or wood stove, inspect 

the chimney and/or stove pipe for any damage that might have occurred over the course of the 

winter.  It is recommended that you have your chimney cleaned and inspected regularly.  It is 

important to note that many of cabin fires that have occurred in Wilsonia within the past ten 

years have been due to chimney fires. 

 

Detecting a chimney fire: 

      Chimney fires can burn explosively.  Flames or dense smoke may shoot from the top of the 

chimney.  A low rumbling sound (similar to the sound of a freight train) may also be present.  

With woodstoves, the stove pipe will become extremely hot, in extreme cases, red hot. 

 

If you realize a chimney fire is occurring 

 immediately evacuate the building and call 911. 
 

 

   If you can do so without risk to yourself, these additional steps may help save your residence, 

remember however, that homes and property are replaceable, but lives are not: 

• Discharge a chimney fire extinguisher or a dry chemical fire extinguisher into the 

fireplace or woodstove  

• Close the glass doors on the fireplace or woodstove  

• Close the air inlets on the woodstove  

• If your roof is made of combustible material such as wood shingles, spray down the roof 

(not the chimney) so that burning material will not spread to the rest of the structure.  

• Monitor the exterior chimney temperature throughout the house including the attic 

space if possible for at least 2 hours after the fire is out. 

 

Once the fire event is over, have the chimney professionally inspected for damage. 

 

Information courtesy of Ned Kelleher - Kings Canyon District Ranger 


