
Fire Safety Is In Your Best Interest 
 
The following preventive measures can help reduce the likelihood or potential damage of a fire: 
 
1. Cleaning of Yards to Reduce Fire Danger:  It is important that once the snow melts, that we 
all clean fallen branches and needles from around our cabins.  This will reduce the fuel load and help 
prevent the spread of fire should one occur on or near our property.  Yard trash can be disposed of at 
the Park dump. A key can be obtained at the Visitor’s Center to unlock the gate for access to the 
dump (only natural materials please).   
 
2. Fire Extinguisher Inspections:  Fire extinguishers should be tested and checked periodically to 
make sure that they will work properly when needed.  We will try to schedule a day when fire 
protection company personnel can visit Wilsonia to be available to test these for a small fee.  Extra or 
new fire extinguishers will be available for purchase as well. 
 
3. Cleaning of Chimneys:  Depending on the amount of usage, chimneys should be inspected each 
year and cleaned every two to three years to remove creosote build-up, which could lead to a chimney 
fire. Inspections can reveal leaks through which carbon monoxide could fill up the cabin and kill the 
occupants. The use of smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detectors is critical for the safety of you 
and your loved ones.  
 
4. Proper Firewood Storage:  When we had a Wilsonia Fire Protection Plan prepared in 2004, the 
consultant found that only 15% of the people had their firewood stored properly.  In the report, the 
following helpful information was provided: 
  
  “Firewood stacks represent a two-fold problem for fire protection.  They provide for an 

easy ignition source especially as the firewood ages and start to deteriorate.  A piece of 
rotten firewood ignites easily when moisture conditions are low.  Once ignited, a pile of 
firewood creates a long lasting intense heat source with many flying embers.  An average 
cord of firewood weighs approximately one ton and creates a lot of heat energy when 
burned.  Firewood should be stored at least 30 feet away from structures and stacked 
tightly.  If it is not possible to store firewood further than 30 feet from a structure then 
it should be stored in an enclosed fire resistant storage shed. Within Wilsonia it is 
common to see firewood stored on or under decks, stacked against walls or trees, or in 
loose piles near structures or propane tanks.  Firewood should also not be stored for a 
long period of time.  Firewood older than about two years starts to rot and deteriorate 
increasing the likelihood of ignition from flying embers.  It is highly recommended that a 
metal screen material be installed around the base of wood decks to keep flying embers 
from blowing under the porch and starting a fire.” 

 
Remember, a little prevention could save your cabin or that of your neighbor. 
 
Larry Duba 
Vice Chairman, Fire Committee 


