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Wilsonia Advisory Team 
      The previous (Nov. 2013) issue of the Wilsonia Times announced the     
formation of an Advisory Team to meet with the NPS to establish better 
communication between the Superintendent’s office and the people of    
Wilsonia. This volunteer committee, referred to as the Advisory Team, is  
only a representative for the elected and appointed boards that represent 
the majority of the Wilsonia property owners: WVI, WHDT and the Sierra 
Masonic Family Club (SMFC). This team has been selected based on a    
combination of experience, subject matter expertise, availability and current 
position on their respective boards. Wilsonia Advisory Team Members are: 
Gus Collin, Drew Sorensen, Richard Moss, Scott Edgerly, Neal Mixter,    
Susan Doyle and Dutch Scholten.     

www.wilsoniavillage.com 
facebook.com/WilsoniaVillage 

 Upcoming Events: 
 

May & June Weekends 

  Yard Clean-up Time! 

May 24th 

  Board Meeting - 1 pm 

  Potluck Dinner - 6 pm 

  Concert - 7 pm  

May 25th 

  W.H.A.T. hike - 9 am 

June 7th 

    Advisory Team / NPS   

             Presentation - 10 am 

    BBQ Lunch - 12 noon 

    NPS Safety Info - 1 to 3 pm  

June 21st 

  Black Pot Cook-Off - 2 pm 

complete schedule on calendar insert 

 

 

Snow Report 
    The 2013-2014 season has been a very 
dry one. If not for some spring snow and 
precipitation, it would be the driest on 
record, with totals just slightly above the 
1976-77 season. Totals for this season, so 
far, for Grant Grove:  

  Snowfall: 62.8” (average 172.4”) 
Precipitation: 16” (average 39.15”)   
from July 1st, 2013 to April 20, 2014  

(data from the National Weather Service)  
 

Thanks to Postmaster Jerry 
for his frequent winter updates and photos  
on the Kings Canyon Post Office Facebook page 

Black Pot Cook-Off  
     The Wilsonia Black Pot Cook-Off returns for a sixth time this summer, a 
week later than previous years, on Saturday, June 21st. The cook-off will be 
held again on Hazel Lane, by the Burgin and Goble cabins.  

     There is a $5 entry fee for cooks. Those coming 
only for dinner are asked to pay $1 and provide a side 
dish. Cooking starts at 2 pm. Come and go as you 
please, but you will want to hang around for the food, 
fun and friendship. If you are new to black pot cook-
ing, great recipe ideas are almost endless, and many 
black pot recipes can be found online.  

 

(Cont. on pg. 3) 

 

In Memory of 
 

 Clara Costa 
 

Doris Eddy 
 

Dave Faszholz 
 

James Holm-Kennedy  
 

Mitch Rice 
 

and 
 

Keith Schumacher 
 

 

Wilsonia friends and neighbors  
who will be dearly missed 

Dry Winter Ushers In Early Season For Wilsonia Village 
      This year was one of the driest on record for Grant Grove and Wilsonia. 
With that comes a very early wildfire season and increased danger for those   
living in mountain and foothill communities. Because of the lack of snow, 
many of you may be “moving in” early for the summer. That means you may 
be able to get a jump start on cleaning and projects before the official      
summer season begins. We are encouraging all Wilsonia cabin owners to be 
extremely diligent in doing property clean-up early. We also caution every-
one to be very careful with all potential sources of ignition. Keep all fires 
small and in enclosed fire pits. Make sure chimneys are in good repair and 
have spark arrestors. Monitor all outdoor fires and BBQs. Make sure that 
your smoke alarms have fresh batteries. Service your existing fire extinguish-
ers or purchase new ones. Make sure that all who use your cabin are aware 
of the high fire risk in this area and know how to contact emergency services. 
Please read the newsletter for more information.  
 

      WVI has many activities planned, including the annual favorites: the Black 
Pot Cook-Off, Parade and Ice Cream Social, Silent Auction, and the Quilters 
and Crafters Retreat. Returning this year are the WHDT-sponsored Cabin 
Tour on the first weekend in August and the Ladies’ Tea on July 26th.       
Beginning their second year, the Wilsonia Hikers And Trekkers (W.H.A.T.) 
has four excursions planned; the first is on May 25th to John Muir Grove. To 
kick off the summer, we will have a potluck on Saturday, May 24th, followed 
by a concert featuring the music of Smooth Hound Smith.  

(Cont. on pg. 3) 
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Winter Planning Meeting  
    The WVI Winter Planning Meeting was held on Saturday, 
February 8th, 2014 at the Kings River MHP Clubhouse in 
Reedley. Business discussed: 
 NPS Report 
 WHDT Report 
 Wilsonia Advisory Team Report 
 Drought Concerns - Water Supply and Fire Safety 
 Treasurer’s Report - Dues and Fundraising  
 Clubhouse - Opening, Maintenance, Purchases   
 Road Sign Project - Completion and Maintenance 
 Scheduling of the Summer Calendar of Events 
     Thanks to Uschi Hamm for hosting the meeting and the 
potluck luncheon that followed. The next Board Meeting will 
be on Saturday, May 24th at 1 pm at the Clubhouse.      

 

PAUL FINCK CONSTRUCTION 
Contractors Lic. #414340 

 

Carpentry, Electrical, Decks, 

Roofing, Plumbing, Foundations 
 

call (559) 358-5797 or (559) 335-2361  
 paid advertisement 

May and June are Yard Clean-up Months  
A Dry Winter = Very High Fire Danger  

     WVI asks you to set July 1st (or earlier if possible) each 
year as the target date for having your property cleared of 
fallen branches and pine needles, and for creating a fire safe 
perimeter around your cabin and other buildings.  
     Once again this year, there will be open access to the 
Park Dump every weekend in June  for disposal of your    
natural yard waste. On weekdays, and at all other times the 
rest of the year, you may gain access to the dump by       
signing out a key at the NPS Visitor Center. 

**IMPORTANT**  
     Plastic trash bags are NOT allowed at the dump! 
The only materials allowed in the dump are natural 
yard waste - pine needles and branches. No lumber, 
household trash or discards of any kind are allowed. 
No plastic bags!  
 Please make an effort to be in Wilsonia sometime 
during the month of May or June to clean your yard and 
make your cabin and our community FIRE SAFE!   

Have you paid your 2014 cabin dues? 
If there is a dues insert included with your newsletter,  
please fill it out and send it in with your payment.  

PLEASE read and share the insert on Fire Safety  

THE LAST SEASON 
by Steve Stocking 

     Back last August, 75 to 80 people attended the excellent 
presentation of “The Last Season” at the Clubhouse. “The 
Last Season”, by Eric Blehm, is the story of long-time NPS 
backcountry ranger Randy Morgenson, who disappeared 
while on patrol from the Bench Lake Ranger Station on the 
John Muir Trail in Kings Canyon National Park. Author Eric 
Blehm made a special trip to Wilsonia to talk about his   
research for the book. He answered questions and then 
presented the video to our Wilsonia group. The video,   
titled Radio Silence, which aired the previous January on the 
Investigation Discovery Channel program Disappeared was 
based on his book.  
     Eric is a personal friend of Bob Preston (son of Dr. Fran 
Preston), and he stayed at the Preston cabin when he visited 
Wilsonia. Some of the scenes in the video were filmed in 
the Wilsonia Clubhouse and others were views from this 
area toward the backcountry. Neal Mixter made the      
contacts and organized this interesting program, a nonfiction 
mystery. If you know of any other potential programs for 
Wilsonia, please contact Neal or call Steve Stocking,  the 
Wilsonia Historic District Trust Education Chair, at      
(209) 754-9029. 

Well Drilling in Wilsonia 
     Some cabin owners may discover that their shallow wells 
are no longer providing sufficient water due to the last few 
years of much lower than normal precipitation. If you are in 
that situation and are considering having a new well drilled, 
the window of opportunity this summer is very small.    
Johnson Drilling will be in Wilsonia in mid-to-late June, for 
some drilling jobs. If you would like to contract with them, 
you will need to contact both them and the NPS ASAP, so 
there will be time to pull permits and schedule the job. Oth-
erwise, it will be 2015 before they will be available again. 
  
**Info. from the NPS regarding Well Permitting** 

from Christine Smith, NPS Management Assistant 
 

     The National Park Service (NPS) is aware that recent 
drought conditions affecting the State of California are     
impacting wells in the Wilsonia community. At the end of 
March 2014, the NPS has received well drilling requests 
from two Wilsonia residents; we want to work with       
Wilsonia during this difficult time to facilitate your permitting 
process. We request that if you need to apply for a permit 
to drill a well this summer, let the NPS know as soon as  
possible. This will allow for the standard three-week review 
time by the NPS to happen prior to the summer season.  

Contact: Christine M. Smith at 559-565-3105 
 

A sample letter the NPS has provided to residents regarding  
well drilling projects and the permitting process is available on  

the Wilsonia website or can be mailed or emailed to you. 
************** 

Please help conserve water - especially this summer! 
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THE CABINS OF WILSONIA  
      Jana Botkin’s book, “The Cabins of Wilsonia”, after three years in creation, is getting close to being printed. The book 
documents views or features of many cabins in the Village as well as some of the stories that folks have shared with Jana 
about life in Wilsonia. Not every cabin will be in the book. However, every lane will be represented. Every style of 
cabin will be represented. This book is Jana's doing – her idea, design, work, and... her risk. It is both Jana's, because she 
is the artist and author, and it is for us, the people of Wilsonia, because we have a treasure of a cabin community that 
should be preserved and celebrated. It is her hope that most people will be pleased, excited, and proud of the book.  

     Jana reports that the all but 5 of the 265 pencil drawings are completed. The next 
step is for her to use Adobe Photoshop Elements to get the drawings “print ready”. The 
book price is not yet set, but she will announce that soon and will begin presales during 
the July 4th weekend. She will be offering an incentive for those who preorder. When 
the books arrive, we will set up a book signing and distribution event. 
     The original pencil drawings will also be available for sale, priced from between $50 
and $250, depending on size. She has already contacted many of you by email to give you 
the first chance on the drawing(s) of your particular cabin. Jana will also have a drawing 
available at the July 5th auction for folks to bid on. 

12th Annual Quilters & Crafters  
Retreat - July 14-19 

Join us at the Clubhouse for our annual     
Retreat, Monday through Saturday, July 14–19. 
(see insert for details and project materials)  

     Rules for the cook-off: To compete, you must cook    
on-site. Bring your own ingredients to assemble and cook 
at the event, and of course, bring your black pot. Coals 
will be provided. Lemonade will be served, but if you 
want other beverages, please bring them. If you are not 
cooking, a small salad will help balance the dinner menu. 
Judging and dinner will be at 6 pm. There will be prizes 
again this year for the crowd’s favorite recipes.  

Wilsonia Advisory Team (continued)  

CABIN TOUR - August 2nd 
By Jean Faszholz 

      I think we are ready to do it again? The last Cabin 
Tour in 2012 was the usual big hit. I heard some owners were 
not quite ready with “fixing up” last time around, but might be 
willing to open their cabins this year. We all know every cabin 
is a work in progress, so none of us fellow cabin owners   
expect perfection! Please contact Jean Faszholz or Neal at 
some of the early summer activities, or phone Jean at the    
cabin (335-2563) if you have questions or would say “YES” to 
being on the AUGUST 2ND CABIN TOUR.  

You'll love meeting your Wilsonia neighbors! 

Have a cabin that you are interested in selling or leasing?  List it here and on the Wilsonia webpage - contact Neal (559) 246-7963 

  The Big Wilsonia Silent Auction 
Saturday July, 5th 1- 8 pm 

Goods, Crafts and Food needed!  
     Please bring your donated auction items to the Club-
house on weekends through July 4th, or contact a Board 
Member for other arrangements. We are asking for nice, 
new or very gently used items only, please (this is not a 
white elephant or yard sale). Thanks in advance to all 
who donate to and participate in this annual effort.  
     Donations are needed in order for this big annual 
fund raiser to be successful. Please Help! 

      The team’s task is to explore options with the NPS that 
will help ensure the future of the private inholdings as stated in 
the team’s Mission Statement (see previous issue) on behalf of 
the organizations they represent and is not focused on any 
other specific item or goals. The team will take all discussed 
proposals back to their representative organizations for     
discussion, edits, approval or rejection based on the feedback 
or majority vote of the property owners. In short, this means 
that the respective organizations and the property owners 
they represent make all decisions related to any proposed 
agreements that the Advisory Team explores with the NPS. 
      The team has met three times with NPS representatives 
Christine Smith and Ned Kelleher. Minutes of those meetings 
are available on the Wilsonia webpage and may be mailed or 
emailed by request (contact Neal Mixter). The Advisory Team 
is currently working on a draft Memorandum of Agreement 
(MOA) with the NPS; the content and wording of the MOA 
will be taken to each group for input.  
      A joint presentation of the Adivsory Team and the NPS to 
the cabin owners of Wilsonia will take place at the Clubhouse 
on Saturday, June 7th at 10:00 am. 
     Following the presentation, lunch will be served.    

Black Pot Cook-Off (continued)  

Wilsonia - NPS Public Safety “Show and Tell” 
     Come to the Clubhouse on Saturday, June 7th at 1 pm 
after the Advisory Team presentation and lunch to discuss 
public safety concerns for Wilsonia. NPS personnel will be 
on hand to answer questions, showcase emergency equip-
ment, provide defensible space information and conduct 
inspections (by request only). WVI will have laptops on 
hand to assist Wilsonia residents in signing up for the  
Tulare County AlertTC emergency notification system. 

 

more info at www.cabinart.net/weblog 
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SERVICE CHANGE REQUESTED 

 Name Office Email Phone Wilsonia Phone 

Susan Doyle President sfaulkner@psci.net (812) 568-7610 cell 335-2460 

Dick Moss Vice-President rmoss@ppeng.com (559) 798-0163 335-2117 

Karen Carlstrom Secretary carlstromkaren@gmail.com (559) 732-1928 335-2539 

Neal Mixter Treasurer/Newsletter  nealmixter@gmail.com (559) 643-8518 335-1144 / 246-7963 cell 

Uschi Hamm   (559) 643-0807 287-4803 cell 

David Brown  dbarjoc@sbcglobal.net (559) 730-6819 335-2342 

Linda Montgomery  lindam@netptc.net (559) 855-2338 259-5960 cell 

     

Grant Grove NPS Visitors Center  (559) 565-4307 335-2856  

Ash Mountain NPS District Office www.nps.gov/seki (559) 565-3341  

EMERGENCY ** CALL 911** and 565-3196 / 3197  NPS Dispatch 

WVI Board of Directors  2013-2014 Contact information  

Bear sightings,  problems  
or questions? 

   Please contact 
 the KCNP 

 Bear Tech at 
 

(559) 565-4258     

 

Still getting your newsletter in the mail ? 
You can receive it by email 

and save some paper and the cost of a stamp. 
Email your request to:   

wilsoniatimes@gmail.com   
Type “subscribe” in the subject line  

& provide your name and cabin address  

 

JUNE is 
Yard Clean-Up Month 

 

Please make an effort to make 
your cabin property FireSafe  

before July1st 
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Summer 2014 - Calendar of Events  
All events at the Clubhouse unless stated otherwise 

 

Sat. May 24  1 pm  Board of Directors Meeting 
   6 pm  Potluck  
   7 pm  Concert - Smooth Hound Smith    
Sun. May 25  9 am  W.H.A.T. hike to John Muir Grove 
 

Sat.-Sun. in June 8 am - 5 pm Yard Clean-up Weekends 
 

Sat. June 7  10 am  Advisory Team-NPS presentation  
   12 pm  Lunch 
   1-3 pm Wilsonia-NPS Public Safety “Show and Tell”  
 

M-W June 16-18   Clubhouse Rental - EMS Training 
 

Sat. June 21  2 pm  Black Pot Cook-Off  
 

Sat. June 28  10 am  Board of Directors Meeting 
 

Fri. July 4  11 am  Independence Day Parade at the Visitor Center  
   1:30 pm Ice Cream Social - Dick & Mel Peters Hosts 
   7:30 pm “Giant Sequoias of SKCNP” - by Steve Stocking  
Sat. July 5  10 am  Wildflower/Nature Walk 
   1-8 pm Silent Auction    

6 pm  Potluck and “Cabins of Wilsonia” Book Presale 
   7-8 pm Silent Auction concludes 
Sun. July 6  9 am   W.H.A.T. hike #2 
 

M-S July 14-19   Quilters & Crafters Retreat   
 

Sat. July 26  12:30 pm Ladies’ Tea 

        

Sat. Aug. 2  10 am  Board of Directors Meeting 
 1-4 pm WHDT Cabin Tour  
 6 pm  WVI Barbecue Dinner / Potluck  
 7 pm  Annual General Meeting 

Sun. Aug. 3  9 am  W.H.A.T. hike #3 
 

T-Th Aug. 12-14   Clubhouse Rental  
 

Sat. Aug. 23  TBA  Juni Fisher Concert 
 

Sat. Aug. 30  6 pm  Potluck  
   7 pm  Bingo / Game night 
Sun. Aug. 31  8–11 am   Pancake Breakfast - Adults $5, Children (12 & under) $3 
   1 pm  Board of Directors Meeting 
Mon. Sept. 1  9 am  W.H.A.T. hike #4 
   

Sat. Sept. 6  1 pm  Advisory Team-NPS lunch 
 

Potlucks are open to all WVI members and guests – please bring a main dish and a salad or dessert. 
Coffee provided, drinks for sale - Don’t forget your table service. 

 

WATCH THE WEBSITE, BULLETIN BOARD & WVI NEWSLETTER FOR UPDATES 

CLUBHOUSE RENTAL 
 

   The Wilsonia Clubhouse 
is available for rental to 
WVI members for family or 
social gatherings.  
   For details or to reserve 
a date, contact: 
Neal Mixter (559) 246-7963   
wilsoniatimes@gmail.com 
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12th Annual Quilters & Crafters Retreat – 2014 

by Mel Peters 

Are you ready for lots of fun? Then join us at the Clubhouse for our annual Retreat, Monday through Saturday, 

July 14–19 (Saturday afternoon is clean-up time.)  Doors will open at 9 am; we’ll stay as late as we want.  We are again 

asking for $2 per person per day donation to offset the cost of electricity.  This event is open to all quilters, needle 

workers, and crafters. You may join us for one day, two days or the week… whatever fits your schedule.  We have a 

fun Retreat project planned.  

      Bring your project(s) and usual supplies; we will supply two ironing boards and irons.  Please bring a heavy-duty 

extension cord for your sewing machine. 

      Bring your lunch to eat at the Clubhouse, if you wish.  We will probably have a potluck dinner, with husbands 

and friends invited, one evening during our Retreat. 

      All Wilsonians are welcome!  Even if you don’t participate, you are welcome to come see what we’re doing. 

Questions? Contact:  

 Mel Peters: (559) 877-5412 or (559) 335-2020 dicknmel@netptc.net 

Priscilla Burrus: (805) 772-3171 

 

 

  
Project for Quilters and Crafters Retreat 

July 14 – 19, 2014 

Tree Block  We are going to make tree blocks that some lucky person will win at the end 

of our Retreat. If you wish to join this project, please use a 12 ½” x 12 ½” square of good 

quality, quilt shop muslin and a tree pattern of your choice.  It’s okay to have more than 

one tree on your block; it’s also okay to make up to three, 12 ½” x 12 ½” blocks.  (Your 

unfinished block must measure 12 ½” x 12 ½”.)  Green trees with a brown trunk are 

preferable.  Embellish if you wish.  Our drawing for the tree blocks will be during Sew and 

Tell at the end of our week.  Be sure to bring Sew and Tell! 

 

Door Prizes   Please bundle together and bring 3 fat quarters of “mountainy” fabric.  We’ll 

draw for door prizes each day. 

 

Wilsonia Quilt Trail  For those who were at the Retreat last summer when we talked 

about our Wilsonia Quilt Trail, Chuck Burgin will have primed plywood cut to size (2 feet x 

2 feet) by Memorial Day weekend.  You will be able to trace your quilt block design and 

paint it anytime in the early summer or during Retreat.  Paint will be available at the 

same time as the plywood.  (Let Penny Burgin [chuckpen@gmail.com] know the colors 

you will need so we can have a good selection of colors available.)  Do you remember the 

quilt block you chose to paint?  If not, Penny has the list…at her cabin.  But she’ll have it 

in her hands this spring. 
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Fire Extinguishers 
 

Nobody wants a fire in their house, but a fire extinguisher can keep a small fire from becoming 

a catastrophic fire if you know how to use it. Here are some tips for using fire extinguishers: 

 

A portable fire extinguisher can save lives and property by putting out a small fire or containing 

it until the fire department arrives, but portable extinguishers have limitations. Because fire 

grows and spreads so rapidly, the number one priority for residents is to get out safely.  

Use a portable fire extinguisher when the fire is confined to a small area, such as a wastebasket, 

and is not growing, everyone has exited the building, the fire department has been called or is 

being called, and the room is not filled with smoke. 

To operate a fire extinguisher, remember the word  PASS: 

 

   Pull the pin. Hold the extinguisher with the nozzle pointing away from you,  

and  release the locking mechanism. 

Aim low. Point the extinguisher at the base of the fire. 

Squeeze the lever slowly and evenly. 

Sweep the nozzle from side-to-side. 

 

• For the home, select a multi-purpose extinguisher (can be used on all types of home fires) 

that is large enough to put out a small fire, but not so heavy as to be difficult to handle. 

 

• Choose a fire extinguisher that carries the label of an independent testing laboratory. 

 

• Read the instructions that come with the fire extinguisher and become familiar with its 

parts and operation before a fire breaks out. Local fire departments or fire equipment 

distributors often offer hands-on fire extinguisher trainings. 

 

• Install fire extinguishers close to an exit and keep your back to a clear exit when you use 

the device so you can make an easy escape if the fire cannot be controlled. If the room 

fills with smoke, leave immediately. 

 

• Know when to go. Fire extinguishers are one element of a fire response plan, but the 

primary element is safe escape. Every household should have a home fire escape plan and 

working smoke alarms. 
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Reprint of this Very Important Information 

 

 

Fire Safety Is In Your Best Interest 
 
The following preventive measures can help reduce the likelihood or potential damage of a fire: 
 
1. Cleaning of Yards to Reduce Fire Danger:  It is important that once the snow melts, that we 
all clean fallen branches and needles from around our cabins.  This will reduce the fuel load and help 
prevent the spread of fire should one occur on or near our property.  Yard trash can be disposed of at 
the Park Dump. A key can be obtained at the Visitor’s Center to unlock the gate for access to the 
dump (only natural materials please).   
 
2. Fire Extinguisher Inspections:  Fire extinguishers should be tested and checked periodically to 
make sure that they will work properly when needed.  We will try to schedule a day when fire 
protection company personnel can visit Wilsonia to be available to test these for a small fee.  Extra or 
new fire extinguishers will be available for purchase as well. 
 
3. Cleaning of Chimneys:  Depending on the amount of usage, chimneys should be inspected each 
year and cleaned every two to three years to remove creosote build-up, which could lead to a chimney 
fire. Inspections can reveal leaks through which carbon monoxide could fill up the cabin and kill the 
occupants. The use of smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detectors is critical for the safety of you 
and your loved ones.  
 
4. Proper Firewood Storage:  When we had a Wilsonia Fire Protection Plan prepared in 2004, the 
consultant found that only 15% of the people had their firewood stored properly.  In the report, the 
following helpful information was provided: 
  
  “Firewood stacks represent a two-fold problem for fire protection.  They provide for an 

easy ignition source especially as the firewood ages and start to deteriorate.  A piece of 
rotten firewood ignites easily when moisture conditions are low.  Once ignited, a pile of 
firewood creates a long lasting intense heat source with many flying embers.  An average 
cord of firewood weighs approximately one ton and creates a lot of heat energy when 
burned.  Firewood should be stored at least 30 feet away from structures and stacked 
tightly.  If it is not possible to store firewood further than 30 feet from a structure then 
it should be stored in an enclosed fire resistant storage shed. Within Wilsonia it is 
common to see firewood stored on or under decks, stacked against walls or trees, or in 
loose piles near structures or propane tanks.  Firewood should also not be stored for a 
long period of time.  Firewood older than about two years starts to rot and deteriorate 
increasing the likelihood of ignition from flying embers.  It is highly recommended that a 
metal screen material be installed around the base of wood decks to keep flying embers 
from blowing under the porch and starting a fire.” 

 
Remember, a little prevention could save your cabin or that of your neighbor. 
 
Larry Duba 
Vice Chairman, Fire Committee 
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Obituaries and Stories Contributed by Family Members 

 

 

 

Aufweidersehen to Dave Faszholz 1933-2014 

  

It's hard to write a story about your husband of 57 years, who was such an unassuming person and did 

not like to "toot his own horn." But, he was aware of how students and friends admired him. I am thankful that 

many expressed this to him. A number of them wrote heart-warming "Dave stories" for the website our son Bret 

set up for our family. Please enjoy the stories and pictures at http://bfnyc212.wix.com/.  

  

Most Wilsonians will remember Dave as the guy who got Dick Peters and 

Allen Leighty to help him redo the clubhouse floor because he was horrified at how 

much a flooring company was going to charge. (And the money had already been 

collected!) Those guys redid it a number of times since that first year... (Hope you took 

good notes Dick and Allen.) Dave was a coach and had redone the gym floor many 

times at the church school where he taught for 29 of his over 40 years of teaching and 

coaching. With the money saved that first year George Burgess was able to add the 

ceiling fans (purchased by Kay Leighty, along with many of the other supplies) and all 

the electrical outlets the quilters now enjoy. And as a finishing touch Dave added the 

doe and buck on the bathroom doors and the murals inside. He was also my "right 

hand guy" and popcorn maker for all the cabin tours. Dick Peters has promised he will 

pound in the stakes for the signs when we have our next cabin tour... August 2nd.  

  

Those of you who live close to our cabin know that it was Dave who played the Taps tape every night at 

sundown or when we remembered! We loved the sound of those notes wafting through the trees. The tape was 

played as the Postlude at the end of his service. Alana and Erica, his much loved granddaughters, took care of 

that set up for their grandpa. The words are beautiful. All the verses were 

printed in the service folder. They will be posted on the bulletin boards 

and in the clubhouse. Many of you have sat around our campfire and 

enjoyed the stars and satellites. So when one of daughter Cindi's friends 

sent a card that had part of the first verse from Antoine de Saint-

Exupery's poem from the Little Prince I placed it by the picture of Dave. 

Imagine my amazement (and tears) when I was sorting through things he 

had in his wallet. Here was the very poem, held together with tape! He 

must have cut it out of the paper many years ago. I quote:  

 

In one of the stars I shall be living. In one of them I shall be laughing, and so it will be 

as if all the stars were laughing when you look at the sky at night. You, only you will 

have stars that laugh. Look for me. I will be there for you. And when your sorrow is 

comforted, because time soothes all sorrows, you will be content that you have known   

     me, and I will be there in the night sky, shining on you, and be with you forever, for 

here stars never die. Your friends will be properly astonished to see you laughing as 

you look up at the stars. But you can say "The stars? They are a gift. My friend gave 

them to me to make me laugh." 

 

 So with that poem I end my "Dave story." I miss him mightily, of course, but those bright stars that we 

all enjoy at Wilsonia will forever be a remembrance of our wonderful years together. I hope they will be for you 

too.            

~Jean Faszholz 
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Clara Costa 

 

Born February 1, 1920, died September 23, 2013 – age 93 years, 8 months, no stranger to Wilsonia, In 

the 1950’s she stayed at the Runyon cabin. From 1985 until 2010 during the summer you could find her and her 

husband at Camp Wasted on the deck playing Chinese Checkers for hours – always welcoming any visitors that 

should come by to talk. She was a great cook and seamstress and loving mother and grandmother… 

Mom, I will miss you!    

~ your loving son, Eldon 

 

 

Keith Erwin Schumacher 

 

 Keith Erwin Schumacher, beloved husband, father, and grandfather passed away 

peacefully on January 17, 2014 in Thousand Oaks, California at the age of 92. 

 

He is survived by his devoted wife of 70 years, Patricia Ann Schumacher, his sons Thomas 

R Schumacher (Nancy) and David J Schumacher (Pusita Gibbs), his grandson Thomas M 

Schumacher (Mary Aguilar and children JoJo & Breeze), his uncle Gilbert Erwin, his 

cousins Linda (Steve), Alicia, and Matthew Langton, his cousin Philip Erwin, his niece 

Barbara Schumacher-Brown (Edwin Brown), his nephew Steven Schumacher, his nephew 

John Schumacher (Stacey Fong-Schumacher), his great niece Gabriela Fong-Schumacher, 

his cousin Adrianne Statum, and cousin Jim (Jeanne) Murray. Keith was pre-deceased by his father John A 

Schumacher, his mother Flora Fay Schumacher, and his brother John L Schumacher. 

 

Keith attended school in California, graduating from Van Nuys High School in 1940. He worked for several 

years at Douglas Aircraft Company and then joined the military, serving in the Army Air Corps as a corporal in 

the 1077th AAF Unit during WWII from 1943-1946. After his honorable discharge, Keith began his career in 

plumbing, first working at his father's business in Van Nuys and then becoming an owner of his own business, 

West Valley Plumbers, in Woodland Hills, CA. He worked as a Plumbing Contractor for 30 years from 1946-

1976. Keith began his second career with the City of Los Angeles Building & Safety Department as a Plumbing 

Inspector, specializing in high rise fire sprinklers, where we worked for an additional 13 years, retiring in 1992. 

 

Keith and Patricia resided in Northridge, CA until 1976, moved to Thousand Oaks for 4 years, moved to 

Minden, Nevada for 3 years, and then returned to Thousand Oaks in 1983 where they have resided for the past 

30 years. After retiring Keith enjoyed spending time with family and friends at the cabin that he, his wife, 

Patricia, and his mother, Fay, built in Wilsonia in Kings Canyon Nat'l Park. He also enjoyed traveling 

throughout the US, Canada, Mexico, Europe, and Japan, spending 2 weeks in Maui every November, and 

tending to his beautiful gardens at their home in Thousand Oaks. 

 

Dear Wilsonia Neighbors,  

The memorial service for my Dad was held on February 21st. During our eulogies there were many references 

to Dad’s legacy of the cabin in Wilsonia. He loved the cabin that he and Mom built (beginning in 1942) and 

Dad was very proud that the cabin was included in the Wilsonia Historic District. He loved Wilsonia and Kings 

Canyon. He always looked forward to visiting there and he treasured every day he spent there. If you care to 

drop Mom a note, her address is: 154 Thames St. Thousand Oaks, CA 91360 

Wishing you well and look forward to seeing you this summer ~Tom and Nancy Schumacher 


