
 

 

National Park Service – SEKI & Wilsonia
1
 Meeting 

Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group, Visalia, CA 

Minutes of April 1, 2014 

 

The meeting was called to order at 3:45. 

1) Introductions 

In attendance—Gus Collin, Neal Mixter, Scott Edgerly, Christine Smith, Ned Kelleher, and Drew 

Sorensen.  Susan Doyle and Dutch Scholten called in.  Dick Moss and Woody Smeck were absent. 

 

2) Additions/Approval of Agenda 

The Agenda was approved.  At this time it was also agreed that all future meetings will be 3:30-5:30. 

 

3) Memorandum of Agreement 

 

a) Purpose of the MOA and process to develop it-- 

Much discussion was held concerning the MOA.  The NPS may only sign an MOA with a legal 

entity.  It was agreed that each of the three Wilsonia groups are legal entities, and there could 

be one MOA or multiple MOA’s with different entities.  From a Wilsonia standpoint, Dutch 

stated and the group agreed that the MOA will be more effective if all three Wilsonia entities 

sign the same MOA.  Christine reminded all that we would need to be sure that everything that 

is put in the MOA may legally be in this document.  We agreed that we needed to identify items 

that we can all approve, including common goals.   NPS would like the MOA goals to include 

improved relationships with in-holders, help maintain and improve the quality of life for the 

Wilsonia community, and share knowledge and explain the need to remove invasive plants, with 

the end goal of invasive plant removal on private lots. We discussed the future of Wilsonia as a 

thriving and growing, historic recreational community is assured.  In this instance, the discussion 

centered on what we meant by “growing”.  Will NPS allow any commercial services?  NPS— In 

general, no, as this could be a conflict with the NPS Concessionaire.  The older concessions 

contracts, 1965 Law (KCPS) had language granting "exclusive" rights to conduct commercial 

services to the concessioner; in the newer contracts the language says "non-exclusive", 

however, any service that is already provided by the concessionaire would require a more 

thorough review.  We would like to further discuss this issue.  At this time Ned offered that NPS 

would like us to bring questions for NPS to research answers.  A second question was, “How far 

can NPS go to guarantee Wilsonia in perpetuity?”  This may take an Act of Congress.  Also, the 

recent Land Protection Plan, signed by NPS, speaks to willing seller, willing buyer which would 

allow NPS to purchase.  NPS does not have the dollars at this time to be willing buyers.  It was 

agreed that the Land Protection Plan is a good place to start for common goals in an MOA. 

The length of time for an MOA is five years, give or take.  It includes a Termination Clause that 

may be signed by either party.  It is desired by NPS and the WAT that any MOA includes at 

minimum the following: 1) Compliance with Historic preservation law; and 2) addresses the 
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purpose and protection of the natural resources. MOA’s may always be extended with both 

signatures, so it is prudent to add language to allow renewals.  Gus stated that we would want 

any future NPS Superintendent to easily understand the MOA language and recognize Wilsonia’s 

desire to remain in perpetuity and agree to that.  Mutual respect between the entities is a must.  

Dutch remarked that Wilsonia should write the MOA and include using the Land Protection Plan 

(LPP), but not solely the LPP.  We should also consider Federal and California rules and 

regulations.  Christine added that we should also consult the completed Environmental 

Assessment.  The MOA’s should be a two-way document at the beginning that merges into one 

MOA. 

Dutch asked if Superintendent Smeck was in favor of a document like this one being discussed.  

Gus has spoken with the Superintendent and he is in favor of such a document. 

The discussion continued on why there has been mistrust between the NPS and Wilsonia cabin 

owners.  Wilsonia stated that we had always heard that there was a plan to eliminate Wilsonia.  

Ned stated that he had not seen nor heard of any NPS document that supports this.  Dutch also 

stated that as an NPS employee, he had never seen nor heard of any such document.  Christine 

stated that no document can guarantee Wilsonia forever. 

The conversation shifted to the question, “Where is NPS in terms of the Environmental 

Assessment?”  Christine stated the park is looking at moving this project forward concerning the 

12 cabins.  It will take a multi-year process to spread the word.  This process will need to be 

ferreted out, especially the trade option. 

There was also discussion about well drilling.  Wilsonia must get permission from the NPS.  The 

issue is maintaining the natural look of the land during the drilling.  We asked NPS to discuss this 

process at the June 7 meeting as there is a belief that many cabin owners will need to drill 

deeper wells or new ones. 

Dick Moss and Drew Sorensen will work on the PowerPoint presentation scheduled for June 7 

and present a draft at our next meeting.  Christine will do the same for the NPS. 

Our next meeting will be Tuesday, April 29, in Squaw Valley.  Time is 3:30-5:30.  We will discuss 

the MOA and also the items to be covered at the June 7 meeting in Wilsonia. 

  

4) June 7, 2014 Meeting with Wilsonia Owners 

To be discussed on April 29. 

 

5) Next Meeting (early May 2014) 

We agreed to meet in Squaw Valley on April 29. 

Respectfully submitted by Drew S. Sorensen 

 

 


