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WILSONIA ARCHITECTURAL GUIDELINES 
Purpose, Need and Users of Architectural Guidelines 

by Dutch Scholten 
  

1. Who are these Guidelines for? 
They are for the property owners, State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), NPS, and Tulare County. 
  

2. What is their function? 
To function as an all-inclusive guide in the preservation of the Wilsonia Historic District and Cultural Landscape which 
includes but is not limited to: historic cabins and associated improvements within its boundaries, landscape, vegetation, 
roads, trails and the spatial distribution of such within its boundaries. 
  

3. Why do we need our own if other documents similar to this already exist? 
Because the history of Wilsonia is unique and not having our own document actually degrades the significance of our 
history by not addressing or preserving the specific historic features that got us the status in the first place. 
 

4.  What would happen if we functioned without guidelines? 
We would still have consultations with the SHPO and NPS. The permit process would/could take much longer. The 
SHPO would not have a guideline specific to our history and loss of historic value would be based on the each individual 
state or NPS employee interpretation of Wilsonia’s history. 
  

5. What determines the content of this Guideline? Does it have to meet certain standards? 
Yes, the guideline must follow accepted preservation guidelines for historic structure preservation in order to be 
approved as defined in the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties, 1995. It also must be 
specific to the period of historic significance for the Historic Landscape and District it is written for. Any and all items 
and features within the Historic Landscape and District must be addressed by the guideline in order for it to be effective 
in preserving its integrity. Items overlooked or lost due to lack of preservation could eventually degrade the historic 
integrity of the area to the point that it is not worth preserving, and its historic status could be lost. This is why we had 
the Historic Resources Group edit and review the contents of this document as subject matter experts who have a 
good working relationship with the SHPO. 
 

6. What about the interior of the cabins and associated structures in Wilsonia?  
The interiors of the structures are in many ways as significant as the exteriors of a contributing historic cabin. At this 
point the original interiors and associated furnishings of the time period are disappearing at an alarming rate. Cabins 
without those interiors are less historically correct and less significant than ones that remain in their original state. 
Preservation of the interiors does not require a consultation, but it is vital that this document provides guidance and 
understanding of the importance associated with the preservation of the whole historic structure, and that we promote 
the preservation of those features.  
  

7. How does this document speak to the individual cabin owner?  
This document was written in laymen’s terms and as a reference manual, unlike documents written for preservation 
specialists. It still has to be all-inclusive in order to meet the minimum criteria for this type of document, and therefore 
should not be edited in such a fashion as to take away features that are historically significant or change accepted 
preservation standards and practices so that they no longer meet those standards. 
  

8. What other reasons would Wilsonians have for wanting these guidelines? 

• The history, way of life, traditions and memories will be preserved for future generations of Wilsonians 

• The NPS needs to follow them for any activity or property within the District’s boundaries, including trail access 
and any possible future signing. 

• Tulare County needs to follow them in their road maintenance. 

• Tulare County should consider them in permit approval.  

• State Historic Preservation Office will have better guidance and some projects should be approved at the NPS 
level without SHPO consultation. 

• This document helps keep 106 compliance law (Historic Compliance Law) on our side and will enhance the 
chances of the ensured existence of Wilsonia for future generations. 


