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THANK YOU !! 
    Wilsonia Village could not function as a 
community without the countless hours of 
labor put in each year by volunteers. 
Thanks to: 
     The WHDT Board and Advisory 
Team members for the hours spent on 
issues to protect our historic community 
     Mel Peters and Priscilla Burrus for  
coordinating the Quilters’ Retreat 
     Max and Linda Montgomery and  
Chuck and Penny Burgin for hosting 
the Black Pot Cook-Off. 
     Dick and Mel Peters for hosting the 
Ice Cream Social… every year  
     The Tripp Family for hosting the 
annual Pancake Breakfast once again.  
     The WVI Board Members who 
gave up so many hours to clean-up, set-
up, close-down and manage all the little 
(and big) things that keep the Village going. 

      Wilsonia got just over a foot of wet snow out of the storm beginning 
on Halloween night and continuing through Sunday, November 2nd. All of 
that snow was gone after about a week. We have had a few more inches of 
snow since. A storm forecast for this weekend may bring some good snow-
fall to the Sierras. Let’s hope and pray for a wet winter.  

 

For updates and snow photos throughout the season, check our Facebook page. 
 

The WVI cabin owner dues for 2015 are now payable.  
Please fill out the form on page 3 and send it in with your payment.  
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Wilsonia Advisory Team Update 
     The Wilsonia Advisory Team (WAT) has been meeting on a regular basis 
to identify the needs of Wilsonia that will benefit the enjoyment, stability, 
and long-term existence of Wilsonia Village. The first goals of the team are 
to  establish an agreement for a working relationship with the NPS and the 
development of a list of action items. One of the first action items identified 
was the creation of guidelines that will ensure the historic status of Wilso-
nia. As outlined in the last newsletter, architectural guidelines that are 
unique to  Wilsonia and that address the eclectic nature of the contributing 
structures will serve to streamline the building permit process, and will 
guide Tulare County and the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) in  
determining what is appropriate for Wilsonia. The development of these 
guidelines is ongoing and will be done with the input of all of Wilsonia and 
under the guidance of the Historic Resources Group (HRG), a consultant to 
the WHDT. HRG, along with representatives of WAT, will present the 
guidelines to SHPO for approval. Prior to submission, the guidelines will be 
available to cabin owners for review and recommendation.  

www.wilsoniavillage.com 
facebook.com/WilsoniaVillage 

 Upcoming Events: 
February 7, 2014 

  WVI Board Meeting - 10am 

 followed by a Potluck Lunch 

 

THE CABINS OF WILSONIA  
     After numerous delays from the 
printer, the long anticipated book by Jana 
Botkin will be arriving at her studio this 
week. She will be signing, packaging and 
labeling the pre-ordered books to ship 
out next week. If you would like to pick 
up your book in person, or if you want 
to purchase extra books or an original 
drawings, Jana will be at the Courthouse 
Gallery, 125 So. B St. in Exeter the next 
two Tuesdays from 12:30-5:30 pm. If you 
want to pick-up your book in person, 
contact Jana immediately at 559-561-7606 
or cabinart@cabinart.net     

(continued on pg 2 ) 

 

 

In Memory of 

 Steve Stocking 
A Wilsonia friend and neighbor  
who will be dearly missed. 

WILSONIA HIKERS AND TREKKERS OUTING #4 
by Sara Klein   

     Somewhat insulated and driven to “B line it” to our Wilsonia cabins, it 
was a stretch both physically and mentally to join up with the WHAT group 
on their last outing of the season. We met at the parking lot, took parting 
photos, and carpooled to the Sherman Tree.  
     In the least stressful way, the group, led by Dave Doyle and Ty Parkinson 
(Ty always at the back making sure no one was left behind), drove to the 
General Sherman Tree parking lot far above the famed tree itself. There, a 
throng of visitors from around the world were in the same anxious mindset 
our group was. Where to next and where is the loo? If for no other reason, 
this is a perfect way to spend time and words with fellow Wilsonians you 
have never met before.  
     Dave, our hike leader, gave the group of 12 a short detour around a well 
paved loop and then got us back on the trail down the solidly installed     
cement and granite slab pathway to the Sherman Tree base. A couple of 
switch backs between lesser giants, there he was: the Giant General      
Sherman Sequoia Tree. And a brute he is viewed from a landing 2/3 up the 
height of the tree and 50 yards back.  The landing floor is a footprint of the 
tree (delineated with granite inlayed stones) mostly unnoticed by the     
camera/cellphone snapping gawkers.  (continued on pg 2 ) 
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     Another few minutes down to the base parking lot, we 
were met by Susan Doyle and her visiting niece and husband 
coming back via shuttle from Moro Rock. We regrouped, 
crossed over the Generals Highway and walked along the 
road, following closely behind Dave who then peered over 
the edge of the downhill side to find a path or the like to get 
us off the highway. With no apparent easy way, we scaled 
down the hill to an abandoned road just 10 feet below. At 
this juncture it was every man/woman for him/herself.  
     Upon landing on this long forgotten byway, it was anoth-
er several miles to our lunch stop destination. We truly 
“trekked” along this old road with felled trees, limbs, and 
washed out gullies that loomed before us. Without hesita-
tion, this hardy group hardly stopped to ponder an easy way 
through, but instead picked, climbed, and jumped over and 
under every obstacle with not one complaint. Stops along 
the way were only taken to catch a breath or view the 
wooded canyon below and solitary Giant Sequoias dotting 
the steeps. Dave Doyle, thankfully, is a trove of Sequoia tree 
location facts, and pointed to the trees he recognized from 
maps and books he has studied.  Here and there appeared a 
gutted giant, blackened and charred to a shell that must 
have burned for years in centuries before man stepped foot 
upon this land.  
     This writer kept a distant memory lookout for the road 
that splintered off toward Giant Forest Sunset Campground 
and the NPS cabin enclave where I grew up until the age of 
9. Alas, not much on this hike looked familiar. As the terrain 
opened up and became easier to navigate, we came upon 
Round Meadow with its sun-kissed green grasses and ferns 
surrounded by friendly Giant Sequoias that appear as if they 
are dancing bears around a glowing campfire. One or two 
might have had a name at one time or a height and width 
distinction, but the NPS has deemed these labels needless 
and their names are gone.  
     At the top of the meadow, we stepped onto a groomed 
solid pathway that outlines the round. Half the group went 
to the left and the other half to the right.  All met at the 
meadow base where a group of Sequoias cleave together, 
known as Ed by Ned (so says Dave). Here at the base of this 
group of trees we WHAT sat and ate our lunches, fueling 
up for the last leg of our trek.  
     We noted that the parking lot here is designated as   
Disabled Parking only, as a Park Ranger steadily handed out 
tickets to scofflaws.  
     Upon finishing our lunch, we picked up and walked the 
next 200 yards to the Giant Forest Museum. There, some of 
the group boarded a shuttle to return to the Sherman Tree 
parking and back to cabin base. The remainder of the group 
walked with Dave and Ty still leading past the Monroe Tree 
and on to Moro Rock, about 1.3 miles. As 4:00 rolled 
around, the last of the WHAT pulled into Wilsonia.  
     It was, as all agreed, a perfect day for a trek.  
 

Thanks to WHAT leaders Dave and Ty for all the adventures!     

WVI Board Meeting 
     On Sunday, August 31st at 1pm, the final meeting of the 
summer was held. Business Discussed: 

• WHDT and NPS reports  
• Wilsonia Advisory Team (article on front page)   
• Clubhouse Repairs and Maintenance 
• End of Season - Clubhouse Closure 
• Appointment of Officers (see back page) 
• Winter Planning Meeting 

     The next meeting will be at 10 am on Saturday, Feb. 7th 
at the Kings River MHP Clubhouse in Reedley. A potluck 
lunch will follow. All are invited. Contact Uschi Hamm at 
559-643-0807 for more information.   

Advisory Team (cont. from front page)  
     The WAT is composed of members of the Wilsonia 
Historic District Trust, The Sierra Masonic Family Club, 
Wilsonia Village Inc., and Sequoia Kings Canyon National 
Park representatives. Please contact any WAT member or 
members of your representative group for questions, com-
ments of suggestions. The WAT will meet again on January 
15, 2015 at 3:30 pm at the office of Provost and Pritchard, 
130 N. Garden St., Visalia. 

Garbage Service Will Resume in May 
     Garbage service is suspended each year at the end of 
October. If you are visiting Wilsonia in the winter months, 
please come prepared to haul out your garbage.  

Winter Parking in Wilsonia 
     To make life easier for all Wilsonia winter visitors... 
     1) Please park your vehicle perpendicular or diagonal to the 
road, backed in (with the front of the car sticking out), so there 
will be more parking available. 
     2) Please be available to move your car as necessary for the 
snow removal equipment to come in and clear the road.  
     3) To facilitate this, please post on your driver’s side dash-
board or windshield the following information:  
Your name, Wilsonia address , and cabin or cell phone number 

Hikers Outing #4 (cont. from front page)  

Labor Day Potluck & Raffle for Handcrafted Items 
by Mel Peters 

     The potluck, hosted by the Wilsonia Quilters and Craft-
ers, was attended by about 65 Wilsonians. All the tables had 
centerpieces of colored (paper) quilt blocks. We had great 
food and delicious desserts.       
     Following dinner, Nancy Burgess (who was instrumental 
in starting the Quilters and Crafters group 12+ years ago) 
drew the winning raffle tickets. Penny Burgin won the quilt-
ed table runner made by Mel Peters; Marlene Lansford won 
the knitted soft-as-silk lap robe made by Sally Toomey. The 
raffle brought in $299, which was donated to the WHDT 
and WVI.  
     Thanks to Penny & Chuck Burgin, Nancy Burgess & her 
family, Bridget Hills, Mike, Laura & Sarah Toomey, Dede 
Virgo and Sara Klein for their help. 
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PAUL FINCK CONSTRUCTION 
Contractors Lic. #414340 

Carpentry, Electrical, Decks, 

Roofing, Plumbing, Foundations 
 

Ph: (559) 335-2361 or 358-5797 
 paid advertisement 

Annual dues are the primary source of income for Wilsonia Village Inc. and allow us to have garbage service,  
maintain and insure the Clubhouse, and provide other services and information to Wilsonia cabin owners.  

Please fill out this form and return it along with your dues check  -  Donations beyond $55 gladly accepted. 

WILSONIA VILLAGE INC. - 2015 DUES ASSSESSMENT TIME  

still just $55 per cabin    
 

Name ___________________________________________ Home Phone # ________________________ 
 

Address __________________________________________ Cell Phone # __________________________ 
 

City, State, Zip _____________________________________ Other Emergency # ____________________  
          
Email address ______________________________________ Name/relationship _____________________ 
 
Cabin Address _____________________________________ Wilsonia Phone #  ______________________ 
         (or cell phone that has service in Wilsonia) 

Are you the owner? ______  Other owner or co-owners name (for cross reference) __________________________ 
 

_____ I prefer to receive newsletters by email (pdf format) ____ Please take me off the mailing list   
 

_____  Additional email subscriptions - free of charge (please list on separate sheet) 
 

_____  Additional postal newsletter subscriptions available at $5 each (please list on separate sheet)   
      
** If you are currently receiving the Wilsonia Times by email - there is no need to submit a subscription request ** 

 

Make Check payable to WILSONIA VILLAGE INC. —  the canceled check is your receipt. 
Mail to:  WVI  c/o 1118 S. KLEIN AVE.  REEDLEY, CA  93654-3720 

**************** 
We are here to serve you - what activities or events would you like to see for next summer? 

Are you interested in helping?  Hosting a potluck?  Helping with an event? 
Comments Please!  Attach sheet(s) with this form 

We will review all comments and suggestions at the Winter Planning Meeting.  

**Please fill out the form completely. We need contact information for emergencies and to keep you up-to-date on important issues.** 

CLUBHOUSE RENTAL 
 

     The Wilsonia Clubhouse is available for rental for 
your family or social gathering. Call now for details 

or to book your preferred date. 
Contact Neal Mixter 559-246-7963 or 559-643-8518  

Have you considered switching to the digital (email) version of the Wilsonia Times?  
If you do, you will receive your newsletter sooner & will receive important updates between issues. We will save on the 
time and expense of printing, folding and mailing copies. However, we will gladly mail your copy if that is your preference. 

Hosts Needed for Wilsonia Potlucks  
on three Saturday evenings a year, on the weekends of 

Memorial Day, July 4th, and Labor Day. Duties were listed 
in the June 2013 newsletter. Please consider hosting one of 
these potlucks, then contact a Board Member. Thanks!  

 

 

 

 

Electrical and General  

Contractor 
Contractors Lic. #922349 

 

Reedley, CA 

Phone: (559) 260-7388 
 paid advertisement 



 

 

    THE NEWSLETTER OF  

    WILSONIA VILLAGE INC  

    C /O 1118 S.  KLEIN AVE 
    REEDLEY,  CA  93654-3720 
 

WILSONIA TIMES 

 

SERVICE CHANGE REQUESTED 

 Name Office Email Phone Wilsonia Phone 

Susan Doyle President sfaulkner@psci.net (812) 568-7610 cell 335-2460 

Dick Moss Vice-President rmoss@ppeng.com (559) 798-0163 335-2117 

Karen Carlstrom Secretary carlstromkaren@gmail.com (559) 732-1928 335-2539 

Neal Mixter Treasurer/Newsletter  nealmixter@gmail.com (559) 643-8518 335-1144 / 246-7963 cell 

Uschi Hamm   (559) 643-0807 287-4803 cell 

David Brown  dbarjoc@sbcglobal.net (559) 730-6819 335-2342 

Linda Montgomery  lindam@netptc.net (559) 855-2338 259-5960 cell 

     

Grant Grove NPS Visitors Center  (559) 565-4307 335-2856  

Ash Mountain NPS District Office www.nps.gov/seki (559) 565-3341  

EMERGENCY ** CALL 911** and 565-3196 / 3197  NPS Dispatch 

WVI Board of Directors  2014-2015 Contact information  

Bear sightings,  problems  
or questions? 

   Please contact 
 the KCNP 
 Bear Tech at 

 

(559) 565-4258     

 

Still getting your newsletter in the mail ? 
You can receive it by email 

and save some paper and the cost of a stamp. 
Email your request to:   

wilsoniatimes@gmail.com   
Type “subscribe” in the subject line  

& provide your name and cabin address  

- Please - 
Be a considerate neighbor and 
help protect the native wildlife in  

Wilsonia and in the Park 
 

Keep all pets on a leash or secure 
at your cabin at all times   


