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Historic Day - Wilsonia and NPS sign MOA  
      

     At the June 13th Wilsonia Advisory Team/
NPS Presentation, Sequoia-Kings Superintendent 
Woody Smeck, along with Drew Sorensen of 
the WHDT, Scott Edgerly of the Sierra Masonic 
Family Club and Richard Moss of WVI, signed 
the document that provides a framework for, 
and commitment to, working together. The 
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) stipulates 
that representatives of the NPS and the three 

bodies that represent Wilsonia will, over the next five years, meet regularly to 
discuss items that are of mutual concern. The working part of the MOA will 
be the action plan that will establish priorities for the Wilsonia Advisory Team 
(WAT). The Purpose of the Agreement states:  
     “To create a cooperative working forum between the NPS and the resi-
dents and owners within the community of Wilsonia to assure the long term 
existence, maintenance and safety of Wilsonia and its residents as a private,  
thriving, historic community within the context of a National Park setting, 
consistent with the mission of the National Park Service: ‘to conserve the 
scenery and the  natural and historic objects and the wild life therein and to 
provide for the enjoyment of the same in such manner and by such means as 
will leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations’.” 

Independence Day in Wilsonia - It was a busy and happy July 4th!  
Wilsonia – Grant Grove Parade 

     Once again, Wilsonia showed off its USA pride with a great turnout at our 
annual little parade. More than two dozen entries from the Village made for a 
fun event for the Wilsonians and park visitors lining the sidewalks at the    
Visitor Center. The “4th” was strong with the Kirchman and Gunning entries 
that featured Darth Vader, a Storm Trooper and Luke and Leia; R2D2 and 
Yoda were also along for the ride. The High Sierra Snowmobile Club enter-
tained the crowd with funny-car spinning moves in their snow cats that were 
decorated with Minions in addition to the stars and stripes. Lots of other  
Wilsonians decorated Jeeps, trucks, and trailers, and loaded them with family 
and friends of all ages for the event. The Arrowhead Hotshots, who were 
thankfully not away battling a fire, marched through the parade, spraying    
water on the crowd. Members of the Grant Grove fire crew drove Engines 51 
and 52, while others handed out candy along the parade route. It is always a 
pleasure to see the joyful expressions on the faces of the tourists who were 
not expecting this tiny explosion of patriotism in the middle of the Park.      
     After the parade (and lunch?) it seemed like most of the Village found the 
way over to the Clubhouse for ice cream and to look at the spread of items 
being set up for the annual aution. The Ice Cream Social was again very well 
attended. About 130 Wilsonians enjoyed ice cream with all the toppings. 
Thanks to the Burgess and Faszholz families, Betty Jones, and Dede Virgo for 
helping scooper Dick Peters serve up the yummy treats. 

 Upcoming Events: 

August 1st 

    WVI Meeting - 10am 

    Cabin Tour - postponed 

         until 2016 - see page 3 

    General Meeting - 7pm 

August 2nd 

    WHAT Hike #3 - 8 am 

August 8th 

    Dinner - 6pm - in Honor 

    of Steve Stocking  

August 15th 

    Ladies’ Tea - 12:30pm 
complete schedule on calendar - page 3 

 

(Cont. on pg. 2) 

Mary Kaye  
Western Music Concert 

Saturday August 22nd - 7:00 pm 
     A critically acclaimed and multiple 
award winning entertainer, Mary Kaye 
tours extensively throughout the United 
States and Canada with her unique brand 
of Western music. 

Get your tickets now!  
$15 adults, $5 children (under 14) 

For Info & Tickets, call:  
559-259-5960  

WVI Board Members Wanted  
- Election at August 1st General Meeting - 

     Board Members Karen Carlstrom and 
David Brown are retiring this summer. 
We are looking for two Wilsonians will-
ing and able to serve three year terms on 
the Board. Contact a Board Member 
ASAP if you are interested. 

Celebration of Steve Stocking 
Dinner/Potluck, Saturday Aug 8 - 6pm 
      

     The Stocking family invites you to a 
dinner at the Clubhouse in celebration of 
Steve Stocking’s life. The family will be 
providing the meat and some favorite 
family dishes and ask that Wilsonians 
please provide other food and desserts. 
     Please come to the dinner, visit with 
the family, and share your memories and 
stories about Steve. 

 

The next meeting of the WAT is on August 22nd at 10 am at the Clubhouse 



PAGE 2 W I L S O N I A  T I M E S  VOLUME 14,  ISSUE 3 

WVI Board Meeting 
    The most recent board meeting for WVI was held at 10 
am on Saturday, June 27th at the site of the Black-Pot Cook-
Off. Business discussed: 

• NPS Report from Ranger Tom Parrack  
• Fire Report from FMO John Zeigler 
• Treasurer’s Report - Finances and Fundraising  
• Dead trees on Clubhouse property 
• Auction and July 4th activities 
• Annual Meeting and other coming events 

     The next Board Meeting will be on Saturday, August 1st  
at 10 am at the Clubhouse; all are welcome to attend. That 
evening, the annual General Meeting of WVI will be held. 
Elections for new WVI Board Members will also take place.      

Defensible Space Reports to be mailed out soon 
     During the week of June 15th, Tulare County Fire and the NPS joined forces and conducted defensible space assess-
ments in Wilsonia and Grant Grove. Tulare County Fire inspected all the NPS-owned properties. All property owners will 
be receiving a notice of compliance, or notice of deficiencies. Those property owners with a good defensible space will be 
receiving a special recognition. If you have some areas on your property that need attention, please make arrangements 
ASAP to complete the clean-up. No  citations will be issued this year; the goal is education and 100% voluntary compliance 
for the good of the community. 
         As evidenced by the growing pile at the NPS dump, most Wilsonians are doing a lot of clean-up. The NPS will keep  
piling the trunks, branches and needles to the sky, so there will still be room to dispose of your yard waste. Remember, at 
this time of year, burning yard waste is not allowed and no permits to burn will be issued. 
     If you need to dispose of yard waste, please check out a key to the dump at the Visitor Center. Please, only natural  
materials are allowed at the dump. PLEASE, no lumber, trash or discards, and NO plastic bags. 

Black Pot Cook-off 
by Penny Burgin 

     If you were wondering where all the smoke was coming 
from on Saturday, June 27, it was probably coming from the 
Black Pot Cook-off. 17 cooks began preparing their food 
around 2:00 pm and by 6:00 everything was ready. Well, 16 
cooks began preparation and one individual came at 5:15 and 
was finished by 6:00. He won the dessert contest! And he has 
never participated in the contest before either. It goes to 
show you that anyone and everyone can be a black pot chef. 
     Around 70 people came to the event and cast their vote 
for their favorite dish. The dishes varied from stuffed mussels 
to shrimp gumbo to chili beans to chili verde. The final     
results was Sheri Parkinson won the main dish division and 
Neal Mixter won for best dessert. Congratulations to them, 
and remember next year to come and join the fun. 

———————————————————  
     A big thanks to Linda, Max, Penny, Chuck, Gwen, John, and 
Chad for setting up and hosting the event. Once again, Max  
Montgomery donated his time and talent to craft a beautiful game 
table that was auctioned off at the event. 

     Many stayed around the Clubhouse or wandered back in 
during the afternoon to peruse and bid on all the wonderful 
and interesting items donated for the auction. Jana Botkin 
was also on hand to sell copies of The Cabins of Wilsonia. 
The Wilsonia Daughters of the American Revolution  
hosted the evening potluck. Our local DARs shared research 
each had done on their ancestors who had served in the 
Revolutionary War. After feasting on the delicious and  
plentiful dishes and desserts, most in the crowd of nearly 80 
stayed around for the conclusion of the annual auction. 
     The Silent Auction, coordinated by Sheri Parkinson 
featured wonderful fruit and food baskets, interesting cabin 
antiquities, and more than a dozen hand-crafted wooden 
boxes, wine racks and coolers donated by Randy Wood. 
The Ikuta family also donated many household goods. the 
auction brought in a record $2207. Thanks to all who     
donated and bought. A big THANK YOU to Sheri and her 
helpers: Corky, Sara, Warren, Chuck, Penny, Uschi, Dick,  
Mel, Linda, Max, Ty, Neal, Barbara, Karen and MaryAnn.  

July 4th (continued)  

Resilient Landscapes Program 
      The NPS, U.S.F.S., CAL FIRE, and UC Berkeley, are join-
ing forces once again as part of a new resilient landscapes 
program funding. The Grant Grove Peninsula, situated along 
the west side of the southern Sierra Nevada, lies above the 
ponderosa pine forest within a mixture of NPS, U.S.F.S., 
State, and private land ownership. These dense pine stands 
are experiencing substantial tree mortality after four years of 
drought and pine beetle infestation. 
     To increase the resiliency of the Grant Grove Peninsula, 
the project funds will fill critical gaps in un-funded prescribed 
fire and mechanical thinning treatments. This will enhance 
the defensible space for the community and facilities in the 
Grant Grove Peninsula. These actions are expected to     
reduce the risk from unwanted fire along with protecting 
water quality - allowing for greater water flow and/or reduce 
competition for existing moisture.  
     You may have already noticed that work has begun this 
year with mechanical fuel reduction projects in Wilsonia and 
park operation areas. We thank the residents for helping by 
also doing their part to make our community safer. If you 
have any questions, comments, or concerns please contact 
us at seki_fire_info@nps.gov or talk with a member of the 
fire staff. 
 Submitted by Mike Theune 
 SEKI Fire Communication and Education Specialist  
 559-565-3703 or 559-586-0882 
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PAUL FINCK CONSTRUCTION 
Contractors Lic. #414340 

 

Carpentry, Electrical, Decks, 

Roofing, Plumbing, Foundations 
 

call (559) 358-5797 or (559) 335-2361  
 paid advertisement 

  Ladies’ Tea 
Grab your teacup  

Save the date of August 15th to gather for the 8th annual   
Ladies’ Tea. Join us that Saturday at 12:30 in the afternoon for 

some classic tea-time treats and lots of friendship. 
Please RSVP to coordinator Corky Harmon  
(559)367-6330 or  lrharmon60@yahoo.com 

~ a $5 donation is requested ~ 

WILSONIA VILLAGEWILSONIA VILLAGEWILSONIA VILLAGEWILSONIA VILLAGE    

Summer 2015 - Remaining Calendar of Events  
All events at the Clubhouse unless stated otherwise 

 

Sat. Aug. 1  10 am  Board of Directors Meeting 
 1-4 pm WHDT Cabin Tour - postponed until 2016 
 6 pm  WVI Barbecue Dinner / Potluck  
 7 pm  Annual General Meeting 

Sun. Aug. 2  8 am  W.H.A.T. hike #3 
 

Sat. Aug. 8  8am - 2 pm Clubhouse Rental 
   6 pm  Dinner/Potluck - hosted by the Stocking Family - see info on page 1 
 

T-Th Aug. 11-13 All Day Clubhouse Rental 
  
Sat. Aug 15  12:30 pm Ladies’ Tea 
 

Sat. Aug 22  10:00 am WAT meeting - at the Clubhouse 
  7:00 pm Concert - Mary Kaye - Information on Page 1 
 

Sat. Aug 29  1 pm  Advisory Team / NPS lunch 
   7 pm  Fire Look-out Presentation - Buck Rock Foundation 
 

Sat. Sept. 5  6 pm  Potluck  
   7 pm  Bingo / Game Night 
Sun. Sept. 6  8–11 am   Pancake Breakfast - Adults $5, Children (12 & under) $3 
   1 pm  Board of Directors Meeting 
Mon. Sept. 7  8 am  W.H.A.T. hike #4 
 

F.S.S. Sept 18-20 All Day Clubhouse Rental - Fire Lookout Association 
   

Potlucks are open to all WVI members and guests – please bring a main dish and a salad or dessert. 
Coffee provided, drinks for sale - Don’t forget your table service. 

 

WATCH THE WEBSITE, BULLETIN BOARD & WVI NEWSLETTER FOR UPDATES 

Quilters and Crafters Retreat 

     A wonderful week of quilting, crafting and conversation 

took place in the Clubhouse the week of July 13th-18th.        

Although, we had to take Wednesday off when the power 

was shut down so PG&E could fell a huge tree. We had     

28-34 women in attendance each day. We all accomplished a 

lot, but best of all, we had FUN. Mark your calendars for the 

next retreat: July 11-16, 2016. 

WHDT Cabin Tour - Postponed 
   The 11th edition of the very popular Wilsonia Cabin 
Tour has been postponed until next year on Saturday, 
August 6th, 2016. Those of you who have been fixing-up 
and thinking of opening your cabins for the tour, now 
have a year to get ready. Please contact Jean Faszholz at 
559-335-2563 or Neal Mixter at 559-246-7963 to get on 
the list for next summer. Thank You! 
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SERVICE CHANGE REQUESTED 

 Name Office Email Phone Wilsonia Phone 

Susan Doyle President sfaulkner@psci.net (812) 568-7610 cell 335-2460 

Dick Moss Vice-President rmoss@ppeng.com (559) 798-0163 335-2117 

Karen Carlstrom Secretary carlstromkaren@gmail.com (559) 732-1928 335-2539 

Neal Mixter Treasurer/Newsletter  nealmixter@gmail.com (559) 246-7963 246-7963 cell / 335-1144  

Uschi Hamm   (559) 643-0807 287-4803 cell 

David Brown  dbarjoc@sbcglobal.net (559) 730-6819 335-2342 

Linda Montgomery  lindam@netptc.net (559) 855-2338 259-5960 cell 

     

Grant Grove NPS Visitors Center  (559) 565-4307 335-2856  

Ash Mountain NPS District Office www.nps.gov/seki (559) 565-3341  

EMERGENCY ** CALL 911** and 565-3196 / 3197  NPS Dispatch 

WVI Board of Directors  2014-2015 Contact information  

Bear sightings,  problems  
or questions? 

   Please contact 
 the KCNP 

 Bear Tech at 
 

(559) 565-4258     

 

Still getting your newsletter in the mail ? 
You can receive it by email 

and save some paper and the cost of a stamp. 
Email your request to:   

wilsoniatimes@gmail.com   
Type “subscribe” in the subject line  

& provide your name and cabin address  

- Please - 
Be a considerate neighbor and 
help protect the native wildlife in  

Wilsonia and in the Park 
 

Keep all pets on a leash or secure 
at your cabin at all times   


