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THANK YOU !! 
    Wilsonia Village could not function as 
a community without the countless hours 
of labor put in each year by volunteers. 
Thanks to: 
     Outgoing Board Members Uschi 
Hamm, Karen Carlstrom and David 
Brown for years of hard work in service 
to Wilsonia. 
     Max and Linda Montgomery and  
Chuck and Penny Burgin for hosting 
the Black Pot Cook-Off. 
     Mel Peters and Priscilla Burrus 
for  coordinating the Quilters’ Retreat 
     Dick and Mel Peters for hosting 
the Ice Cream Social… every year  
     Ty Parkinson and David Doyle 
for leading the WHAT hikes  
      The WHDT Board and Advisory 
Team members for the hours spent on 
issues to protect our historic community 
      The WVI Board Members who 
donated so many hours of time to clean 
up, set up, close down, and manage all 
the little (and big) things that keep the 
Village going. 

      The usual fall issue of the Wilsonia Times was delayed and ultimately 
cancelled due to the rapidly changing Rough Fire. Updates about the fire 
were distributed via email and the Wilsonia Facebook page on a near-daily 
basis. If you would like to stay up-to-date between newsletter issues, email 
wilsoniatimes@gmail.com to join the email list, or Like us at facebook.com/
wilsoniavillage. Not online? Perhaps you could ask a friend or relative to sign 
up for these updates and share them with you! 
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Wilsonia’s Response to the Rough Fire  
      As the threat from the fire grew, many Wilsonians began creating or       
improving the defensible spaces around their cabins. Many helped clear   
adjacent lots to assist neighbors.  
      Material donations poured in as a result of a local request for supplies. 
The Wilsonia community, along with other foothill residents, responded 
overwhelmingly to this request, which was much appreciated. The Wilsonia 
Board helped jumpstart the drive by donating 60 pillows, followed by dona-
tions of toiletry packages. By the end of the fire, the foothill communities 
had set up an open market of free supplies for area firefighters. Any supplies 
left over as firefighters were reassigned at the end of the fire were passed 
along to the next community in need.  

www.wilsoniavillage.com 
facebook.com/WilsoniaVillage 

 Upcoming Events: 
February 6th, 2016 

  WVI Board Meeting - 10am 

 followed by a Potluck Lunch 

 

Winter Parking in Wilsonia 
1) Please park your vehicle perpendicular or 
diagonal to the road, backed in (with the   
front of the car sticking out), so there will be 
more parking available. 
2) Please be available to move your car as 
necessary for the snow removal equipment 
to come in and clear the road.  
3) To facilitate this, please post on your  
dashboard or windshield the following info: 
Your name, Wilsonia address, and cabin or 
cell phone number. 

A “Rough” Two Months For Wilsonia 
      The 2015 summer season came to a premature and frightening end due 
to the Rough Fire. Many end-of-summer events had to be cancelled due to 
mandatory closures and health risks from smoke. The aggressive and danger-
ous fire moved unpredictably due to the extreme drought conditions. 
Throughout August and September, Wilsonia was under threat from the 
Rough Fire, which ultimately burned 151,623 acres in Kings Canyon National 
Park, and Sequoia and Sierra National Forests. Wilsonia was placed under an 
evacuation order for nine days as fire crews battled the blaze nearby. 
      The Rough Fire began on July 31 with a lightning strike in Kings Canyon. 
For more than two weeks, it burned in a remote area of the canyon, posing 
no threat to the village. By August 18, conditions in the village were getting 
smoky, and cabin owners began to get concerned. The fire crossed Highway 
180 near Yucca Point, and neighboring Hume Lake was evacuated. The    
increasingly smoky conditions in the village prompted Mary Kaye to cancel 
her Wilsonia concert, originally scheduled for that weekend. 
      On August 20, as the fire drew nearer, all overnight lodging in Grant 
Grove was temporarily closed. Smoke from the fire, as well as back-burns 
around Hume Lake, made the air quality in the Wilsonia area highly         
unhealthy. That evening, the Kings Canyon Lodge, located in the canyon 
along Highway 180, was destroyed by the fire; the Lodge facilities would  
ultimately be the only structural losses from the Rough Fire. 
      On August 22, access to Wilsonia was restricted to residents only, due 
to air quality and to keep excess traffic off the roads. Fire crews began to 
cut preemptive fire breaks around Wilsonia and Grant Grove. As a precau-
tion, some Wilsonians removed priceless belongings from their cabins to 
store them away from the danger. (continued on pg 2 ) 

(continued on pg  3)

The WVI cabin owner dues for 2016 
are now payable. Please fill out the 

form inserted in this issue and  
send it in with your payment. 
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      By August 25, the immediate fire risk had lifted, and  
Wilsonia was fully reopened for residents and visitors alike. 
While the fire forecast was beginning to improve, smoky 
conditions and low village occupancy prompted the cancella-
tion of the Buck Rock Lookout presentation and WAT 
luncheon scheduled for August 29. Many Wilsonians came 
to the village the following weekend for the annual Labor 
Day events. We closed out the summer season with a small 
(but lively) potluck and a Board Meeting. 
      By September 7, however, changing fire conditions 
prompted more evacuations in the Dunlap area. On Sep-
tember 8, the fire had moved around the line that fire crews 
had hoped to establish along Hoist Ridge. An evacuation 
warning was issued for Wilsonia and Grant Grove, and 
structural fire crews began familiarizing themselves with the 
layout of the village… just in case. 
      On September 10, Wilsonia was placed under a manda-
tory evacuation order. Highway 180 was closed at Dunlap 
Road. In the following days, fire crews worked diligently to 
keep Wilsonia and Grant Grove safe. Precautionary burns 
were carried out from Cherry Gap to the Park boundary 
west of Highway 180, and from the northwest portion of 
Grant Grove west toward McKenzie Ridge. To support the 
firefighting effort, Wilsonians delivered pillows, toothbrush-
es, and other much-needed supplies to the fire camp in 
Squaw Valley. 
      Wilsonia reopened to cabin owners on September 19. 
By September 22, the village and Grant Grove reopened to 
visitors as the fire containment increased. Cooling weather 
and a small amount of rain during this week made a tremen-
dous difference in the firefighting effort. By September 24, 
the Rough Fire no longer posed any threat to Wilsonia. By 
October, the fire had been burning for two months, and 
crews were beginning to work on cleaning up the fire pe-
rimeter, gathering firefighting equipment and extinguishing 
hot spots. The fire was 100% contained on November 7. 
      No fires were reported in Grant Grove or Wilsonia, 
though quite a bit of ash and some scorched leaves landed in 
the village.  Firefighting crews came from all over the west-
ern United States to defend the area. Structural crews from 
as far away as Sacramento and San Bernardino were spotted 
in the village during our worst fire risk. Firefighting officials 
repeatedly cited the “donut” of defensible space around the 
village as critical to the fire suppression effort. The last 35 
years of prescribed burns and careful property cleanup 
made defending the village possible. 
 
      Thanks to the Rangers and fire officials from the NPS that 
went above and beyond to support and provide information to 
concerned Wilsonians. 
      Thanks especially to Tom Parrack, Ned Kelleher and John 
Ziegler for timely information that was relayed to the community.  
      And… Thanks to Leighanna Mixter and Neal Mixter for the 
tireless updates during the duration of the Rough Fire. 

THE CABINS OF WILSONIA  
     There are still copies available of Jana Botkin’s beautiful 
book of her original drawings of the Cabins of Wilsonia.   

Information at www.cabinart.net or 559-561-7606      

WVI Board Meeting 
     On Sunday, September 7th at 1pm, the final meeting of 
the summer was held. Business Discussed: 

• Rough Fire Update 
• WHDT and NPS reports  
• Wilsonia Advisory Team report   
• End of Season - Clubhouse Closure 
• Appointment of Officers (see back page) 
• Winter Planning Meeting 

     The next meeting will be at 10 am on Saturday, Feb. 6th 
at the offices of Provost & Pritchard, 130 N. Garden St. in 
Visalia. A potluck lunch will follow. All are invited. Contact 
Neal at 559-246-7963 for more information. 

 

PAUL FINCK CONSTRUCTION 
Contractors Lic. #414340 

Carpentry, Electrical, Decks, 

Roofing, Plumbing, Foundations 
 

Ph: (559) 335-2361 or 358-5797 
paid advertisement 

Rough Fire (cont. from front page)  

Labor Day Potluck  
     A small but lively group of about 40 attended the final 
event of the season. As dinner was wrapping up, everyone 
in attendance shared when they first visited Wilsonia. Some  
had 70+ years of memories; others were first timers. After 
dinner, more than half the group stayed to play bingo.  

New Board Members      
     Congratulations to Chuck Burgin and Mary Anne Smith, 
who were elected to the board at the August meeting, and 
to Sheri Parkinson who was appointed to complete the 
term for Uschi Hamm. Mary Anne will be taking on the 
duties of Board Secretary. 

SNOW REPORT - with several small storms during the months 

of November and December, there has been a consistent base of  

6-12”. We are expected to receive 1 to 2 feet more from the storm 

systems this week. 

NPS Owned Cabins  
     At a meeting with Greg Gress of the NPS on November 
1st, the topic of land exchange within Wilsonia was dis-
cussed. It was determined that those with undeveloped land 
within Wilsonia may be able to exchange their property for 
one of the 12 NPS-owned cabins. As the NPS develops the 
policies and procedures, they will release more information 
which will be reported in future newsletters.  



 

 

      Thanks to Uschi Hamm, who assembled 
toiletry packages with help from her friends 
and neighbors. Thanks to the Mixter family 
for gathering and delivering the pillows and 
toiletries. Thanks also to the ladies in the 
Village, led by Jean Faszholz and Uschi 
Hamm, who got busy baking and provided 
our local firefighters with some delicious 
goodies. Other Wilsonians created "thank 
you" signs, which were placed around the 
village and in the foothills in appreciation of 
the firefighters.   
     The most amazing response was from 
the Wilsonia community, who stepped up 
with extremely generous donations to   
support the needs of the firefighters. See 
the article above for more information.   
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SCENIC HIGHWAY DESIGNATION 
By Jim Spitze 

       It is my great pleasure to announce to you that the ten-year effort by 
the Sierra Gateway Trust to obtain Scenic Highway designation for State 
Highway 180 from the Alta Main Canal near Minkler all the way to Cedar 
Grove within Kings Canyon National Park has successfully concluded.      
Caltrans Director Malcolm Dougherty signed the authorizing document on 
October 16, 2015. My wife, BJ Spitze, founded the Sierra Gateway Trust in 
2005, and has served as its President since its founding. The trust led the 
successful effort to stop CEMEX’s plans for a massive strip-mine that would 
have removed much of Jesse Morrow Mountain, the northern sentinel of the 
Sierra Gateway, almost at the very start of the now official Scenic Highway. 
      The WHDT was an early and strong supporter of this Scenic Highway 
effort. On September 29, 2007, then WHDT President, Gus Collin, signed a 
letter of support, the first of many such letters that found their way into the 
ultimately successful visual assessment of the entire roadway. 
      On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Sierra Gateway Trust, I thank 
you all for your support. 
 James M. Spitze, Editor 
 Sierra Gateway Trust  

Wilsonia’s Repsonse  
(cont. from front page)  

Fire Donations from Wilsonians  
      As the requests for supplies came in, Wilsonia friends and neighbors were extremely generous in sending in monetary 
contributions for supplies, and ultimately raised a total of $3,665. The contributions quickly exceeded the costs of the  
supplies that were donated. Those funds were collected and pooled with the intention of providing specifically for the 
needs of our local firefighters from the Grant Grove fire station and the Arrowhead Hotshots. After discussing their 
needs and wishes, at their request, the excess funds in the amount of $3,000 were donated to the Wildland Firefighter 
Foundation. The funds will be used to help the families of firefighters killed in the line of duty, and to assist injured fire-
fighters and their families.  

Wilsonia Donates in Memory of Daniel P. Holmes 
He paid the ultimate sacrifice  

      The Wilsonia Village community would like to thank the firefighters for their efforts on the Rough Fire 
and protecting all 212 structures in the Wilsonia community. All of the parks’ fire resources, including      
Arrowhead Hotshots, Engine 51, Crew 91, Helicopter 552, Engine 72, and other fire staff, played a key role 
in corralling the Rough Fire around the Grant Grove peninsula. There were also thousands of other fire-
fighters that came from across the United States who assisted with the firefighting efforts. 
      Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks have been active with their prescribed fire program for over 
fifty years. Locally, the Parks had completed the last unburnt section of the Grant Grove peninsula, the 
North Boundary unit, last year. It had taken 35 years to complete treatment of the area that surrounds   
Wilsonia Village and Grant Grove in order to protect buildings and infrastructure.  
      Many personnel have contributed over the years with the completion of this one-mile wide radius of 
fuels treatments. One particular individual paid the ultimate sacrifice in his efforts toward this 
monumental achievement. 
      On Saturday, October 2, 2004, while working on the Grant West prescribed fire, Daniel P. 
Holmes was killed by the falling top of a white fir tree. It was at this very location that the            
firefighters of the Rough Fire made their stance and utilized this previous prescribed burn to hold and      
battle the Rough Fire away from the Wilsonia Village and Grant Grove areas. 
      With this in mind, the Wilsonia residents donated $3000 to the Wildland Firefighter Foundation in the 
name and honor of Daniel P. Holmes. We hope that Daniel’s parents, Delina Burke and Raymond Holmes, 
and park crews find solace knowing that Daniel P. Holmes will be forever remembered. 
 
     If you are interested in continuing to support our local firefighters, they have requested that donations be made to 

the Wildland Firefighter Foundation. Learn more at wffoundation.org  
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SERVICE CHANGE REQUESTED 

 Name Office Email Phone Wilsonia Phone 

Susan Doyle President sfaulkner@psci.net (812) 568-7610 cell 335-2460 

Linda Montgomery Vice-President lindam@netptc.net (559) 855-2338 259-5960 cell 

Mary Anne Smith Secretary masowqa@gmail.com (909) 648-3446  

Neal Mixter Treasurer/Newsletter  nealmixter@gmail.com (559) 246-7963 246-7963 cell / 335-1144  

Dick Moss  rmoss@ppeng.com (559) 798-0163 335-2117 

Chuck Burgin  chuckpen@gmail.com (559) 332-2817 335-2509 

Sheri Parkinson  teebars@yahoo.com (559) 259-5891 335-2252 

     

Grant Grove NPS Visitors Center  (559) 565-4307 335-2856  

Ash Mountain NPS District Office www.nps.gov/seki (559) 565-3341  

EMERGENCY ** CALL 911** and 565-3196 / 3197  NPS Dispatch 

WVI Board of Directors  2015-2016 Contact information  

Bear sightings,  problems  
or questions? 

   Please contact 
 the KCNP 

 Bear Tech at 
 

(559) 565-4258     

 

Still getting your newsletter in the mail ? 
You can receive it by email 

and save some paper and the cost of a stamp. 
Email your request to:   

wilsoniatimes@gmail.com   
Type “subscribe” in the subject line  

& provide your name and cabin address  

- Please - 
Be a considerate neighbor and 

help protect the native wildlife in  
Wilsonia and in the Park 

 

Keep all pets on a leash or secure 
at your cabin at all times   


