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Wayne   Lee   Wagner     
May   3,   1929   -   May   4,   2021   

  
Wayne   was   born   in   Kansas   to   Clayton   and   Marie   Wagner.   He   was   the   oldest   of   four   boys,   his   
brothers   were   David   Wagner,   Dolf   Wagner   and   Bruce   Wagner   and   two   adopted   brothers   Marvin   
Filmore   and   Song   Kim.   
  

He   went   to   school   in   Dinuba   and   college   in   Visalia.   His   love   for   running   led   him   to   be   quite   a   
track   star.   He   worked   for   Southern   California   Edison   for   35   years   in   Porterville.   After   retiring   he   
enjoyed   demolition   work,   remodeling   and   hunting…   but   his   favorite   was   splitting   wood   at   the   
cabin.   He   made   sure   no   one   ever   ran   out   of   firewood.   
  

He   loved   his   wife   Regina,   daughter   Lynn   and   husband   Darren,   son   Craig   and   wife   Jane,   his   
grandsons,   Robert,   Nathaniel,   Thatcher,   Jackson,   Griffith,   and   Langdon   and   great   grandson   
Atlas,   and   all   his   nieces,   nephews   and   cousins.   
  

His   family,   friends   and   neighbors   thank   God   for   the   special   memories   of   him   that   they   will   hold   in   
his   hearts   forever.   
  

  
Wayne   splitting   wood   -   on   his   91st   birthday   -   in   uniform   

  
  

Regina   and   Wayne   began   coming   to   Wilsonia   regularly   in   the   early   1960’s.   Wayne   was   such   a   
great   resource   and   invaluable   help   to   the   Masonic   Tract…   and   to   all   Wilsonia.     
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Ferne   Wilson   
October   23,   1920   -   May   21,   2021   

  
Ferne   Kerr   Wilson,   beloved   artist   and   matriarch,   died   peacefully   at   her   home   in   Visalia,   
California   on   Friday,   May   21,   2021.   She   was   100.   Ferne   was   born   October   23,   1920,   in   Hanford,   
California   to   Forrest   and   Hazel   Kerr.   She   graduated   from   Hanford   High   School   in   Hanford,   
California   in   1938,   and   received   a   Bachelor   of   Arts   degree   from   the   California   College   of   Arts   
and   Crafts   in   Oakland,   California.    
  

In   1942   Ferne   married   her   high   school   sweetheart   and   love   of   her   life,   Bud   Wilson.   They   lived   
happily   together   in   Visalia   where   they   raised   their   three   children,   John,   Susanne   (Bede)   and   
Margaret   and   built   a   beautiful   life   together.   Ferne   began   teaching   art   and   pottery   in   the   1960’s   
and   continued   to   do   so   throughout   her   life.   She   received   great   joy   and   fulfillment   from   working   
with   creative   young   minds   and   watching   their   artistic   expression   take   form   and   flourish.   Ferne   
supported   the   local   art   community   by   doing   portraits   of   many   Visalia   children   and   by   playing   a   
prominent   role   in   the   Tulare   County   Art   League.   As   an   accomplished   portrait   and   landscape   
artist,   Ferne   was   commissioned   to   paint   loved   ones   and   favorite   places.   Many   of   her   paintings   
hang   on   walls   around   the   community   and   beyond.     
  

One   of   her   greatest   joys   was   spending   time   at   her   cabin,   Twin   Pines,   in   Wilsonia.   There   she   
found   inspiration   and   painted   portraits,   landscapes,   and   cabins.   Twin   Pines   is   filled   with   her   
paintings   and   pottery.   She,   her   husband   Bud,   and   sister-in-law   Dot   spent   summers   in   Wilsonia   
attending   square   dances,   relaxing   by   the   meadow,   and   riding   horses   out   of   the   Grant   Grove   
Riding   Stables.    She   had   fond   childhood   memories   of   spending   time   in   the   mountains   and   in   
Wilsonia   where   she   would   play   badminton   with   the   Preston   boys   at   the   Prestonia   cabin.     She   
gave   her   love   of   Wilsonia   to   her   children,   grandchildren,   and   now   great-grandchildren   who   still   
love   campfires,   front   porch   sitting,   and   time   with   family   and   friends   around   the   meadow.     
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Ferne   loved   spending   time   in   Wilsonia   and   at   the   beach   in   Cayucos,   but   she   also   enjoyed   
traveling   around   the   world.   She   and   Bud   visited   all   but   one   continent   and   collected   cherished   
items   and   memories   from   places   such   as   China,   Russia,   India,   Japan,   Europe,   Singapore,   
Thailand,   Africa,   Australia,   Canada,   the   Caribbean   islands,   and   Mexico.   Ferne   loved   spending   
time   with   her   family,   friends,   and   pets.    

  
Ferne   is   survived   by   her   son,   John   Wilson   of   Visalia;   seven   grandchildren,   Nathan   Hyun,   Daniel   
Roberts,   Graham   Hyun,   Camille   Roberts   Milder,   Elizabeth   Wilson   Gibbs,   Stephen   Wilson,   Katie   
Wilson   Padrick;   eleven   great   grandchildren,   Forrest   Hyun,   Rose   Milder,   Jasper   Gibbs,   Luke   
Gibbs,   Henry   Milder,   Tucker   Gibbs,   Lee   Hyun,   Pearl   Hyun,   Hart   Roberts,   Francis   Hyun,   and   
Sunshine   Roberts;   and   dogs,   Jake   and   Jack.   Ferne   is   predeceased   by   her   father,   Forrest   Kerr;   
mother,   Hazel   Kerr;   brothers,   Dr.   Edward   Kerr   of   Hanford,   California   and   Sydney   Kerr;   husband,   
D.R.   Bud   Wilson;   and   beloved   daughters,   Susanne   Bede   Roberts   and   Margaret   Wilson   Hyun.   
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Dede   Virgo   
  April   21,   1936   -   April   4,   2021   

  
Mildred   Haycraft   Virgo…   affectionately   known   to   most   of   her   friends   as   Dede,   passed   away   on   
Easter   Sunday.   Dede’s   life   span   was   nearly   85   years;   born   4/21/36   and   died   4/4/21.   We   will   
miss   her   independent   and   spunky   spirit,   but   are   also   relieved   that   she   is   at   peace.   She   
cherished   and   was   so   thankful   for   the   Wilsonia   friends   who   made   it   possible   for   her   to   spend   
most   of   last   summer   at   her   beloved   cabin.     
  

Dede   was   raised   in   Dinuba   California.   Her   father   was   Murray   Haycraft   DDS   and   mother   was   
Patty   Haycraft.   Dede   attended   COS   and   Fresno   State.   She   graduated   from   Fresno   State   with   a   
degree   in   Criminology,   but   her   career   was   in   teaching.   Dede   married   A.   Gibson   Virgo   and   raised   
his   3   children.   They   lived   in   Madera   for   many   years;    moved   to   a   foothill   community   next   to   a   
golf   course   after   they   retired.     
  

  
  

Dede's   family   purchased   their   cabin   in   the   Masonic   Tract   over   80   years   ago   and   she   learned   to   
walk   there.   She   told   wonderful   stories   of   her   youth,   especially   of   her   brother   and   his   friends   and   
their   antics,   including   a   tale   about   him   almost   blowing   up   their   outhouse!   Dede   and   her   husband   
Gib   were   active   members   of   the   Sierra   Masonic   Family   Club   and   Dede   was   proud   to   represent   it   
on   the   board.   Dede   also   served   on   the   WVI   board   and   was   a   member   of   the   Wilsonia   Historic   
District   Trust   board.     
  
  
  

A   good   home   was   found   for   her   beloved   cat   Misty….   And   we   have   been   assured   that   her   
wonderful   cabin   on   the   hill   will   continue   to   be   used   by   the   family.   
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Don   Workman     
October   12,1932   -   December   13,   2020   

  

  
    

Donald   Gene   Workman   was   born   on   Oct.   12,   1932   to   Clarence   and   Oma   Workman   in   Pawnee   
City,   NE.   He   was   the   second   child   with   3   siblings.   The   family   lived   on   a   farm   and   had   livestock   
and   crops.   Don   majored   in   4-H   in   grades   1-12   in   Humboldt   and   Table   Rock,   NE.   
  

When   he   was   19,   he   joined   the   Air   Force   to   serve   during   the   Korean   War.   He   proceeded   to   
serve   for   4   years   in   various   locations   including   Thule,   Greenland   and   Edwards   Air   Force   Base.   
During   this   time,   Don   grew   to   love,   respect   and   honor   his   country.   One   of   the   highlights   of   his   
life   was   going   on   the   Honor   Flight   to   Washington   D.C.   in   April   2016.   
  

In   1954,   Don   met   a   young   lady   that   he   couldn't   shake   loose   from   for   64   years.   He   and   Evelyn   
Hansen   were   married   on   June   23,   1956,   while   Don   was   still   in   the   service.   After   getting   out   of   
the   service,   Don   worked   briefly   for   civil   service.   It   didn't   take   him   long   to   know   that   he   didn't   
want   to   do   that   for   the   rest   of   his   life.   Don   used   the   money   from   the   GI   Bill   to   attend   Pharmacy   
School.   The   first   stop   on   that   journey   was   pre-pharmacy   at   Reedley   College.   In   Reedley,   Don's   
son   Scott   was   born.   Next,   the   family   moved   to   L.A.   in   order   for   Don   to   attend   U.S.C.   Pharmacy   
School.   During   those   years,   daughters   Tami   and   Lisa   were   born.   After   completing   school,   they   
moved   to   Kingsburg,   CA   and   praised   the   Lord   the   day   they   got   results   in   the   mail   that   Don   had   
passed   his   test   and   was   now   a   licensed   pharmacist!   
  

Eventually,   Don   and   Evelyn   purchased   Model   Drug   in   Kingsburg.   Their   children   and   many   
others   grew   up   working   at   the   drug   store   and   soda   fountain.   Many   fond   memories   and   
connections   with   the   community   were   made   at   Model   Drug.   
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When   the   time   came   for   "semi-retirement",   Don   got   very   involved   in   city   projects.   He   was   
chairman   of   the   beautification   committee   for   many   years   along   with   many   other   committees.   In   
1990   he   was   honored   as   Kingsburg's   Citizen   of   the   Year.   Don   was   intent   on   beautifying   
Kingsburg,   but   still   made   time   to   enjoy   traveling   with   friends   and   family.   
  

Don   was   a   member   of   the   Evangelical   Covenant   Church   of   Kingsburg   and   served   on   
Stewardship   and   Properties   for   many   years,   which   he   really   enjoyed.   Above   all,   Don   loved   his   
Lord   and   Savior,   in   whose   arms   he   now   rests.   
  

Don's   legacy   lives   on   with   his   family.   He   is   survived   by   his   wife   of   64   years,   Evelyn   Workman;   
his   children   and   their   spouses,   Scott   and   Lori   Workman,   Tami   and   Bill   Dodd,   and   Lisa   and   Blake   
Carlson;   his   grandchildren   and   their   spouses,   Wes   and   CJ   Workman,   Candace   and   Andrew   
Snell,   Tyler   and   Cheryl   Carlson,   Chelsey   and   David   Salazar,   Jenna   and   Caleb   Diepersloot,   April  
and   Kris   Kalender,   and   Nick   Dodd;   his   great-grandchildren,   Gatlin   and   Blakeleigh   Snell,   Cala   
and   Sadie   Workman,   Lowell   and   Joaquin   Salazar,   Owen   Carlson,   Clay,   Bella   and   Evie   
Diepersloot,   and   2   more   baby   boys   expected   in   2021.   He   is   also   survived   by   a   brother,   Eldon   
and   his   wife   Vickie   from   Tulsa,   OK   and   a   sister,   Betty   Jo   and   her   husband   Dave   Phillips   in   
Humboldt   NE.   
  
  
  

Don   and   his   wife   Evelyn,   her   sister   and   brother-in-law   Marge   and   Donald   Hamburger   and   the  
sisters'   parents,   the   Hansens,   bought   their   Wilsonia   cabin   lot   in   1964   for   $6500.   A   lovely   cabin   
was   then   built   on   the   corner   of   Park   and   Manzanita,   resulting   in   many   years   of   great   family   
memories.   
  
  
  


